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U.S. hog inventories: 1980 and 2022
Hogs and pigs by state, using the same years as the farm comparison

1980
64.462 million hogs
Inventory on December 1, 1980
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Iowa 16.10m     North Carolina 2.46m     Minnesota 5.10m

2022
73.818 million hogs
Inventory on December 31, 2022
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Hog inventory per state (same color scale)
Under 100,000 100,000-499,999 500,000-999,999 1m-2.99m 3m-9.99m 10m or more D: withheld

D = withheld by USDA in Alabama, Arizona, Nevada and New Hampshire, not zero. National totals include those states.
Latest national update: 74.302 million hogs on Sept. 1, 2026. Maps use 2022 to match the latest farm census.
Sources: USDA SRS, Statistical Bulletin 716, p. 8; USDA 2022 Census, Table 12; September 2026 Hogs and Pigs.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
U.S. hog inventories: 1980 and 2022

1980 operations: any place having at least one hog at any time during the year. 2022 farms: farms reporting hogs and pigs in inventory December 31, 2022. The 1980 and 2022 measures have different coverage and reference periods; they are not a count of individual farmers or independent owners.
1980 inventory as of December 1; 2022 census inventory as of December 31. D means USDA withheld data to avoid disclosing individual operations. No suppressed state value is estimated.

The maps use fixed absolute state-count bins, identical for the two years within each slide. They are not population density maps. Alaska and Hawaii appear as insets and are included in national totals. State labels identify geography; the complete source values are below.

USDA SRS Hogs and Pigs: Final Estimates for 1979-82, Statistical Bulletin 716, January 1984. Printed page 13 (PDF page 14): operations with hogs. Printed page 8 (PDF page 9): December 1 inventory, units 1,000 head, converted to head. Printed page 5 (PDF page 6) national totals.
https://ageconsearch.umn.edu/record/154551/files/sb716.pdf

USDA NASS 2022 Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Chapter 2, Table 12. Farms and hogs in inventory as of December 31, 2022. Four state inventory totals are suppressed to protect confidentiality: AL, AZ, NV and NH. Their figures are not imputed or allocated.
https://data.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2022/Full_Report/Volume_1%2C_Chapter_2_US_State_Level/st99_2_012_012.pdf

The user's approximate historical figure is confirmed as 666,550 operations in 1980. The latest Census reports 60,809 farms with hogs, compared with 66,439 in the 2017 Census. Do not describe these as individual human producers or independent businesses, and do not present 2022 as a 2026 count. The different coverage/reference periods mean that a precise like-for-like farm attrition rate is not established by these two tables.

Latest national hog inventory, not mapped: USDA Quarterly Hogs and Pigs, September 24, 2026, reports 74,302,000 hogs on September 1, 2026. That report publishes individual inventory totals for only 14 states and combines the remainder as Other States. We use the 2022 Census for the recent maps to preserve the matching farm-count year and wider state coverage.
https://esmis.nal.usda.gov/sites/default/release-files/796073/hgpg0926.txt

Complete state data (head counts):
Abbr	State	1980 annual operations	2022 farms with inventory	1980 Dec 1 hog inventory	2022 Dec 31 hog inventory
AL	Alabama	22000	924	800000	(D)
AK	Alaska	60	78	1800	1604
AZ	Arizona	630	541	180000	(D)
AR	Arkansas	13000	1053	720000	145376
CA	California	7000	1374	180000	82010
CO	Colorado	4800	1224	310000	515878
CT	Connecticut	650	218	12000	3701
DE	Delaware	620	46	56000	2935
FL	Florida	12000	1486	370000	14482
GA	Georgia	23000	1053	2250000	41671
HI	Hawaii	650	194	57000	6514
ID	Idaho	3400	562	175000	21157
IL	Illinois	30000	1678	6600000	5204135
IN	Indiana	24000	2150	4600000	4372121
IA	Iowa	64000	5253	16100000	23808603
KS	Kansas	14000	907	1900000	1907011
KY	Kentucky	29000	1564	1220000	454797
LA	Louisiana	11000	673	160000	5124
ME	Maine	2000	418	16000	5016
MD	Maryland	4600	550	235000	20219
MA	Massachusetts	800	306	49000	7271
MI	Michigan	9600	2099	830000	1262145
MN	Minnesota	35000	2928	5100000	8873776
MS	Mississippi	21000	709	410000	177541
MO	Missouri	40000	2244	3980000	3290751
MT	Montana	2600	347	250000	230387
NE	Nebraska	22000	942	3900000	3606923
NV	Nevada	220	68	12000	(D)
NH	New Hampshire	750	219	9900	(D)
NJ	New Jersey	950	332	68000	7276
NM	New Mexico	2100	363	74000	1747
NY	New York	6600	1352	175000	42889
NC	North Carolina	41000	2492	2460000	8191751
ND	North Dakota	4000	177	265000	161489
OH	Ohio	23000	3238	2150000	2752063
OK	Oklahoma	11000	2219	350000	2157879
OR	Oregon	4000	1065	120000	9813
PA	Pennsylvania	20000	2525	980000	1342066
RI	Rhode Island	120	55	7300	1213
SC	South Carolina	22000	923	700000	153888
SD	South Dakota	13000	548	1860000	2039066
TN	Tennessee	33000	1643	1140000	281105
TX	Texas	27000	5837	930000	1188820
UT	Utah	2200	626	58000	499804
VT	Vermont	1200	272	8000	5602
VA	Virginia	23500	1246	750000	282797
WA	Washington	4300	949	100000	17707
WV	West Virginia	7500	882	73000	5204
WI	Wisconsin	21000	2025	1680000	335975
WY	Wyoming	700	232	30000	106630
National	United States	666550	60809	64462000	73817751

Map geometry: U.S. Census Bureau state cartographic boundaries, redistributed by TopoJSON us-atlas v3, states-albers-10m.json. Native editable state polygons and labels.
https://github.com/topojson/us-atlas
https://cdn.jsdelivr.net/npm/us-atlas@3/states-albers-10m.json



U.S. hog farms and operations: 1980 and 2022
State-by-state comparison with the latest Census of Agriculture

1980
666,550 operations
Any time during 1980
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2022
60,809 farms
Inventory on December 31, 2022

AL

AK

AZ

CO

FL

GA

IN
KS

ME

MA

MN

NJ

NC

ND

OK

PA

SD

TX

WY
CT

MO
WVIL

NM AR

CA DE

HI

IA

KY MD

MI

MS

MT

NH
NY

OH

OR

TN

UT
VA

WA

WI

NE

SC

ID

NV

VT

LA

RI

Iowa 5,253     North Carolina 2,492     Texas 5,837

Number of operations / farms per state (same color scale)
Under 1,000 1,000-4,999 5,000-9,999 10,000-24,999 25,000-49,999 50,000 or more

1980 counts places with hogs at any time during the year; 2022 counts farms with hogs on Dec. 31. Measures differ.
These are locations/farms, not individual producers or independent owners. 2022 is the latest farm census.
Sources: USDA SRS, Hogs and Pigs, Statistical Bulletin 716, p. 13; USDA 2022 Census of Agriculture, Table 12.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
U.S. hog farms and operations: 1980 and 2022

1980 operations: any place having at least one hog at any time during the year. 2022 farms: farms reporting hogs and pigs in inventory December 31, 2022. The 1980 and 2022 measures have different coverage and reference periods; they are not a count of individual farmers or independent owners.
1980 inventory as of December 1; 2022 census inventory as of December 31. D means USDA withheld data to avoid disclosing individual operations. No suppressed state value is estimated.

The maps use fixed absolute state-count bins, identical for the two years within each slide. They are not population density maps. Alaska and Hawaii appear as insets and are included in national totals. State labels identify geography; the complete source values are below.

USDA SRS Hogs and Pigs: Final Estimates for 1979-82, Statistical Bulletin 716, January 1984. Printed page 13 (PDF page 14): operations with hogs. Printed page 8 (PDF page 9): December 1 inventory, units 1,000 head, converted to head. Printed page 5 (PDF page 6) national totals.
https://ageconsearch.umn.edu/record/154551/files/sb716.pdf

USDA NASS 2022 Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Chapter 2, Table 12. Farms and hogs in inventory as of December 31, 2022. Four state inventory totals are suppressed to protect confidentiality: AL, AZ, NV and NH. Their figures are not imputed or allocated.
https://data.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2022/Full_Report/Volume_1%2C_Chapter_2_US_State_Level/st99_2_012_012.pdf

The user's approximate historical figure is confirmed as 666,550 operations in 1980. The latest Census reports 60,809 farms with hogs, compared with 66,439 in the 2017 Census. Do not describe these as individual human producers or independent businesses, and do not present 2022 as a 2026 count. The different coverage/reference periods mean that a precise like-for-like farm attrition rate is not established by these two tables.

Latest national hog inventory, not mapped: USDA Quarterly Hogs and Pigs, September 24, 2026, reports 74,302,000 hogs on September 1, 2026. That report publishes individual inventory totals for only 14 states and combines the remainder as Other States. We use the 2022 Census for the recent maps to preserve the matching farm-count year and wider state coverage.
https://esmis.nal.usda.gov/sites/default/release-files/796073/hgpg0926.txt

Complete state data (head counts):
Abbr	State	1980 annual operations	2022 farms with inventory	1980 Dec 1 hog inventory	2022 Dec 31 hog inventory
AL	Alabama	22000	924	800000	(D)
AK	Alaska	60	78	1800	1604
AZ	Arizona	630	541	180000	(D)
AR	Arkansas	13000	1053	720000	145376
CA	California	7000	1374	180000	82010
CO	Colorado	4800	1224	310000	515878
CT	Connecticut	650	218	12000	3701
DE	Delaware	620	46	56000	2935
FL	Florida	12000	1486	370000	14482
GA	Georgia	23000	1053	2250000	41671
HI	Hawaii	650	194	57000	6514
ID	Idaho	3400	562	175000	21157
IL	Illinois	30000	1678	6600000	5204135
IN	Indiana	24000	2150	4600000	4372121
IA	Iowa	64000	5253	16100000	23808603
KS	Kansas	14000	907	1900000	1907011
KY	Kentucky	29000	1564	1220000	454797
LA	Louisiana	11000	673	160000	5124
ME	Maine	2000	418	16000	5016
MD	Maryland	4600	550	235000	20219
MA	Massachusetts	800	306	49000	7271
MI	Michigan	9600	2099	830000	1262145
MN	Minnesota	35000	2928	5100000	8873776
MS	Mississippi	21000	709	410000	177541
MO	Missouri	40000	2244	3980000	3290751
MT	Montana	2600	347	250000	230387
NE	Nebraska	22000	942	3900000	3606923
NV	Nevada	220	68	12000	(D)
NH	New Hampshire	750	219	9900	(D)
NJ	New Jersey	950	332	68000	7276
NM	New Mexico	2100	363	74000	1747
NY	New York	6600	1352	175000	42889
NC	North Carolina	41000	2492	2460000	8191751
ND	North Dakota	4000	177	265000	161489
OH	Ohio	23000	3238	2150000	2752063
OK	Oklahoma	11000	2219	350000	2157879
OR	Oregon	4000	1065	120000	9813
PA	Pennsylvania	20000	2525	980000	1342066
RI	Rhode Island	120	55	7300	1213
SC	South Carolina	22000	923	700000	153888
SD	South Dakota	13000	548	1860000	2039066
TN	Tennessee	33000	1643	1140000	281105
TX	Texas	27000	5837	930000	1188820
UT	Utah	2200	626	58000	499804
VT	Vermont	1200	272	8000	5602
VA	Virginia	23500	1246	750000	282797
WA	Washington	4300	949	100000	17707
WV	West Virginia	7500	882	73000	5204
WI	Wisconsin	21000	2025	1680000	335975
WY	Wyoming	700	232	30000	106630
National	United States	666550	60809	64462000	73817751

Map geometry: U.S. Census Bureau state cartographic boundaries, redistributed by TopoJSON us-atlas v3, states-albers-10m.json. Native editable state polygons and labels.
https://github.com/topojson/us-atlas
https://cdn.jsdelivr.net/npm/us-atlas@3/states-albers-10m.json



Sheep and lamb inventories: 1980 and 2025
January 1 estimates, with historical coverage and definition differences

1980
12.699 million head
January 1, 1980, reporting total for 41 states
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2025
5.025 million head
January 1, 2025, U.S. total (revised)
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Sheep and lambs per state (same color scale)
Under 25,000 25,000-99,999 100,000-249,999 250,000-499,999 500,000-999,999 1 million or more

No separate state estimate

1980 excludes nine states and lambs born October-December 1979. 2025 includes all states and all ages.
2025: 18 states share grouped totals of 265,000 head. Gray states have no separate estimate in that year.
Sources: USDA Statistical Bulletin 719, pp. 4, 6, 8. Sheep and Goats, Jan. 30, 2026, p. 4 (revised 2025 column).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sheep and lamb inventories: 1980 and 2025

MEASURE AND REFERENCE DATES
Published all sheep and lamb inventories on January 1, 1980 and January 1, 2025. Counts are head, not wool production, lamb crop, breeding ewes, or goats. Historical classes are stock sheep and lambs plus sheep and lambs on feed. Current classes are breeding sheep and lambs plus market sheep and lambs.

HISTORICAL COVERAGE AND AGE DEFINITIONS
The January 1, 1980 inventory is 12,699,000 head. It is the exact sum of the 41 published states. The historical U.S. line excludes Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Mississippi, Rhode Island, South Carolina. See SB719 p.6. These nine states are gray in the 1980 map.
The 1980 all-sheep-and-lamb inventory excludes new-crop lambs, meaning lambs born between October 1 and December 31 of the preceding year. The definition is documented in SB719 printed p.4 and the inventory-table footnote on p.8. The modern 2025 count includes these lambs. Later final balance-sheet estimates document the addition of new-crop lambs to January inventory beginning in 1994. Values are the published estimates, with no invented adjustments for missing states or lambs. Because coverage and age definitions differ, the two totals are not a strictly harmonized measure. No exact percentage decline is claimed on this slide.

REVISED 2025 ESTIMATES
Use the 2025 column in USDA's Sheep and Goats report released January 30, 2026, printed p.4. The January 1, 2025 U.S. inventory is 5,025,000 head. This incorporates revisions and supersedes the original 2025 report's 5,050,000 estimate. The map intentionally uses 2025, as requested, rather than the 2026 inventory.

2025 STATE COVERAGE
USDA separately publishes all-sheep-and-lamb inventory estimates for 32 states. New England includes Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont, with a combined 55,000 head. Other States comprises Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, New Jersey, and South Carolina, with a combined 210,000 head. These 18 states are gray because no separate values appear in this table. Their combined 265,000 head are included in the 5,025,000 national total. Gray never means zero inventory. No older-year values are substituted. The 32 state values plus the two group totals sum exactly to the national total.

SOURCES
USDA, Sheep and Goats: Final Estimates for 1980-83, Statistical Bulletin 719, January 1985, printed pp.4, 6, 8. Use first inventory column, 1980, in thousands of head.
https://ageconsearch.umn.edu/nanna/record/154558/files/sb719.pdf?registerDownload=1&version=1&withMetadata=0&withWatermark=0
USDA NASS, Sheep and Goats, January 30, 2026, printed pp.1 and 4. Use All sheep and lambs / 2025, in thousands of head.
https://esmis.nal.usda.gov/sites/default/release-files/795751/shep0126.pdf
USDA NASS, Meat Animals Production, Disposition, and Income: Final Estimates 1993-97, May 1999, p.4, footnote 5, documents the age-definition change.
https://downloads.usda.library.cornell.edu/usda-esmis/files/k930bx04x/st74ct81s/h415ph99s/meatanimalprod_Meat_Animals_Production__Disposition__and_Income_-_Final_Estimates__1993-97.pdf

COMPLETE STATE DATA (head)
State	January 1, 1980	January 1, 2025, revised
Alabama	Outside 1980 program	Grouped; no separate state estimate
Alaska	4300	Grouped; no separate state estimate
Arizona	385000	91000
Arkansas	Outside 1980 program	Grouped; no separate state estimate
California	1175000	510000
Colorado	870000	405000
Connecticut	6000	Grouped; no separate state estimate
Delaware	Outside 1980 program	Grouped; no separate state estimate
Florida	Outside 1980 program	Grouped; no separate state estimate
Georgia	Outside 1980 program	Grouped; no separate state estimate
Hawaii	Outside 1980 program	Grouped; no separate state estimate
Idaho	468000	235000
Illinois	173000	58000
Indiana	120000	74000
Iowa	408000	159000
Kansas	235000	79000
Kentucky	21000	73000
Louisiana	12000	Grouped; no separate state estimate
Maine	16000	Grouped; no separate state estimate
Maryland	20000	Grouped; no separate state estimate
Massachusetts	10000	Grouped; no separate state estimate
Michigan	132000	84000
Minnesota	264000	112000
Mississippi	Outside 1980 program	Grouped; no separate state estimate
Missouri	123000	104000
Montana	574000	183000
Nebraska	210000	74000
Nevada	122000	68000
New Hampshire	8900	Grouped; no separate state estimate
New Jersey	9300	Grouped; no separate state estimate
New Mexico	660000	74000
New York	65000	82000
North Carolina	7500	32000
North Dakota	236000	60000
Ohio	320000	145000
Oklahoma	93000	72000
Oregon	495000	148000
Pennsylvania	105000	98000
Rhode Island	Outside 1980 program	Grouped; no separate state estimate
South Carolina	Outside 1980 program	Grouped; no separate state estimate
South Dakota	783000	205000
Tennessee	12000	48000
Texas	2400000	670000
Utah	625000	280000
Vermont	12000	Grouped; no separate state estimate
Virginia	160000	79000
Washington	83000	47000
West Virginia	113000	36000
Wisconsin	113000	80000
Wyoming	1050000	295000
New England combined		55000
Other States combined		210000
Reported total	12699000 (41 states; excludes new-crop lambs)	5025000 (50 states; all ages)

MAP
State geometry and layout follow the preceding cattle and hog map decks. Census Bureau cartographic boundaries, redistributed by TopoJSON us-atlas v3. Alaska and Hawaii are insets. Each slide uses identical numeric color bins for both years. Colors are comparable within a slide, not across animal industries or measures.
https://github.com/topojson/us-atlas
https://cdn.jsdelivr.net/npm/us-atlas@3/states-albers-10m.json



Sheep operations and farms: 1980 and 2022
Farms with sheep and lambs, using the latest census farm counts for the recent map

1980
120,110 operations
Annual operation estimates, 41 states
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2022
88,853 farms
Census farms on December 31, all 50 states
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Operations or farms per state (same color scale)
Under 500 500-999 1,000-2,499 2,500-4,999 5,000-9,999 10,000 or more

1980 covers 41 states. 2022 covers all 50. Survey coverage and definitions differ, so totals do not measure farm loss directly.
Gray states fall outside the 1980 sheep estimating program. The 2022 Census provides the latest available farm counts.
Sources: USDA Statistical Bulletin 719, pp. 6, 21. 2022 Census of Agriculture, Table 13, pp. 400-404. Details in notes.

No separate state estimate

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sheep operations and farms: 1980 and 2022

MEASURES AND YEARS
1980: annual estimates of operations with one or more sheep and lambs, from USDA Statistical Bulletin 719, printed p.21, 1980 column. The reporting total is 120,110 operations, the sum of 41 published states.
2022: direct Census of Agriculture count of farms with sheep and lambs in inventory on December 31, 2022, Table 13, first row. National total 88,853 farms, covering all 50 states. This counts all farms with sheep and lambs, not only farms classified as sheep farms by principal industry and not only farms selling sheep.

WHY THE RECENT FARM MAP USES 2022
The 2022 Census is the latest completed census with sheep farm counts as of October 27, 2026. USDA's annual Farms, Land in Farms, and Livestock Operations publication last included livestock operation counts in 2012. A directly corresponding 2025 farm count is unavailable. The user selected 1980 annual operations versus 2022 census farms.

COVERAGE AND COMPARABILITY
The 1980 sheep and wool estimating program excluded nine states: Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Mississippi, Rhode Island, South Carolina. SB719 printed p.6 explicitly lists these excluded states. Both the sheep-operation and inventory state tables cover the remaining 41 states. Gray represents an unpublished state value, not zero. No values are imputed.
The census covers all 50 states and uses census farm definitions and coverage adjustment. The historical survey and census measures are not a consistent population over time. USDA ERS also notes methodology changes that captured more of the smallest farms. Such changes further limit comparisons between survey and census counts. Do not interpret the difference between these two totals as a precise count or percentage of sheep farms lost. No farm-loss percentage is reported.

SOURCES
USDA, Sheep and Goats: Final Estimates for 1980-83, Statistical Bulletin 719, January 1985, printed pp.6 and 21.
https://ageconsearch.umn.edu/nanna/record/154558/files/sb719.pdf?registerDownload=1&version=1&withMetadata=0&withWatermark=0
USDA NASS, 2022 Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Chapter 2, Table 13, Sheep and Lambs - Inventory, Sales, and Wool Production, printed pp.400-404. Use Sheep and lambs inventory / farms, 2022.
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2022/Full_Report/Volume_1,_Chapter_2_US_State_Level/st99_2_013_013.pdf
USDA ERS, Sheep, Lamb & Mutton: Sector at a Glance, discussion of livestock operation counts and census coverage changes.
https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/animal-products/sheep-lamb-mutton/sector-at-a-glance

COMPLETE STATE DATA
State	1980 sheep operations	2022 farms with sheep and lambs
Alabama	Outside 1980 program	1008
Alaska	20	58
Arizona	450	7047
Arkansas	Outside 1980 program	1140
California	6000	3096
Colorado	2600	1480
Connecticut	340	332
Delaware	Outside 1980 program	74
Florida	Outside 1980 program	1358
Georgia	Outside 1980 program	999
Hawaii	Outside 1980 program	457
Idaho	2000	1208
Illinois	7000	1612
Indiana	4800	2456
Iowa	12500	2482
Kansas	2500	1281
Kentucky	700	2744
Louisiana	700	794
Maine	620	530
Maryland	770	813
Massachusetts	480	631
Michigan	2700	2362
Minnesota	8000	2137
Mississippi	Outside 1980 program	676
Missouri	3300	2837
Montana	2300	1118
Nebraska	3000	953
Nevada	300	281
New Hampshire	410	506
New Jersey	750	841
New Mexico	1500	2949
New York	2300	1627
North Carolina	400	1536
North Dakota	2100	482
Ohio	8000	4133
Oklahoma	2100	1976
Oregon	4900	2709
Pennsylvania	4900	3067
Rhode Island	Outside 1980 program	99
South Carolina	Outside 1980 program	694
South Dakota	5600	1233
Tennessee	450	2083
Texas	9300	12344
Utah	2400	1717
Vermont	520	676
Virginia	2900	2311
Washington	2000	1722
West Virginia	3500	1041
Wisconsin	3600	2506
Wyoming	1400	637
Reported total	120110 (41 states)	88853 (50 states)

MAP
State geometry and layout follow the preceding cattle and hog map decks. Census Bureau cartographic boundaries, redistributed by TopoJSON us-atlas v3. Alaska and Hawaii are insets. Each slide uses identical numeric color bins for both years. Colors are comparable within a slide, not across animal industries or measures.
https://github.com/topojson/us-atlas
https://cdn.jsdelivr.net/npm/us-atlas@3/states-albers-10m.json



Beef-cow inventories: 1980 and 2026
January 1 inventories, using the latest USDA report with state-level beef-cow estimates

1980
37.107 million beef cows
Inventory on January 1, 1980
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2026
27.607 million beef cows
Inventory on January 1, 2026
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Beef-cow inventory per state (same color scale)
Under 50,000 50,000-249,999 250,000-499,999 500,000-999,999 1m-1.99m 2m or more

Grouped in USDA Other States

Both maps show January 1 beef cows that had calved. U.S. inventory fell about 9.500 million head (25.6%).
USDA groups 19 states in 2026 (gray). Their combined 2.373 million beef cows are included in the U.S. total.
Sources: USDA, Cattle: Final Estimates 1980-83, p. 7; Cattle, January 30, 2026, p. 6. Full data and links in notes.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Beef-cow inventories: 1980 and 2026

MEASURE AND DATES
Beef cows that have calved, including beef heifers that have calved, on January 1, 1980 and January 1, 2026. The two maps use the same livestock category and seasonal reference date. The January 30, 2026 Cattle report provides the latest published state-level beef-cow inventory estimates available as of October 27, 2026. The July 24, 2026 Cattle report is more recent but reports only U.S. totals, not state-level beef-cow estimates. July totals are therefore not distributed artificially among states or mixed with the January state estimates.

2026 STATE COVERAGE
USDA publishes beef-cow inventories separately for 31 states and combines 19 states as Other States, totaling 2,373,200 head. The combined states are AK, CT, DE, HI, IN, LA, ME, MD, MA, MS, NV, NH, NJ, NC, RI, SC, UT, VT, WV. Gray means no separate beef-cow value published for that state in this report. It does not mean zero cows. No older value is substituted or estimated for an individual gray state. The 31 published values plus Other States equal the U.S. total of 27,607,200 head. All 50 individual state values are available for 1980.

NATIONAL TOTALS AND ROUNDING
1980 state values sum to 37,107,400 head. The published U.S. line rounds to 37,107 thousand head. The January 2026 total is 27,607.2 thousand head, or 27,607,200. Using detailed 1980 state sums, the decline is 9,500,200 head, or 25.6019%; displayed as about 9.500 million head (25.6%). Totals shown above the maps are rounded to three decimals in millions.

SOURCES
USDA, Cattle: Final Estimates for 1980-83, Statistical Bulletin 720 (January 1985), printed p.7, first beef-cow column (1980).
https://esmis.nal.usda.gov/sites/default/release-files/sq87bt648/fx719q45d/m900nx41b/cattleest_Cattle_-_Final_Estimates__1980-83.pdf
USDA NASS, Cattle (released January 30, 2026), printed p.6, Beef cows that have calved / 2026 column. Table footnote on p.8 explains Other States.
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/Todays_Reports/reports/catl0126.pdf
USDA NASS, Cattle (released July 24, 2026), p.3 contains only national July inventory figures, explaining why January is used for this state map.
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/Todays_Reports/reports/catl0726.pdf

COMPLETE STATE DATA (head)
State	January 1, 1980 beef cows	January 1, 2026 beef cows
Alabama	852000	648000
Alaska	2500	Grouped in Other States; no separate value
Arizona	258000	160000
Arkansas	1079000	848000
California	869000	640000
Colorado	853000	620000
Connecticut	8000	Grouped in Other States; no separate value
Delaware	4000	Grouped in Other States; no separate value
Florida	1173000	872000
Georgia	748000	441000
Hawaii	83000	Grouped in Other States; no separate value
Idaho	642000	435000
Illinois	699000	324000
Indiana	517000	Grouped in Other States; no separate value
Iowa	1751000	815000
Kansas	1716000	1145000
Kentucky	1106000	862000
Louisiana	674000	Grouped in Other States; no separate value
Maine	12000	Grouped in Other States; no separate value
Maryland	70000	Grouped in Other States; no separate value
Massachusetts	9000	Grouped in Other States; no separate value
Michigan	140000	100000
Minnesota	560000	355000
Mississippi	901000	Grouped in Other States; no separate value
Missouri	2278000	1806000
Montana	1427000	1232000
Nebraska	1950000	1560000
Nevada	305000	Grouped in Other States; no separate value
New Hampshire	6000	Grouped in Other States; no separate value
New Jersey	12000	Grouped in Other States; no separate value
New Mexico	626000	430000
New York	87000	100000
North Carolina	412000	Grouped in Other States; no separate value
North Dakota	962000	891000
Ohio	395000	275000
Oklahoma	2161000	1966000
Oregon	681000	500000
Pennsylvania	198000	205000
Rhode Island	900	Grouped in Other States; no separate value
South Carolina	284000	Grouped in Other States; no separate value
South Dakota	1527000	1450000
Tennessee	948000	818000
Texas	5585000	4045000
Utah	325000	Grouped in Other States; no separate value
Vermont	13000	Grouped in Other States; no separate value
Virginia	710000	575000
Washington	379000	220000
West Virginia	241000	Grouped in Other States; no separate value
Wisconsin	248000	275000
Wyoming	620000	621000
Other States combined (2026)		2373200
United States	37107400 (state sum)	27607200

MAP
State geometry and layout preserved from the preceding map deck. Census Bureau cartographic boundaries, redistributed by TopoJSON us-atlas v3. Alaska and Hawaii are insets. Each slide uses the same numeric color bins in both years.
https://github.com/topojson/us-atlas
https://cdn.jsdelivr.net/npm/us-atlas@3/states-albers-10m.json



Cattle operations and farms with beef cows
1980 calculated operations and 2022 census farms use different definitions

1980
1,285,570 operations
Cattle operations without milk cows
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2022
622,162 farms
Farms with beef cows, December 31, 2022
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Operations or farms per state (same color scale)
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1980: cattle operations minus milk-cow operations. Includes stocker/feedlot operations and excludes mixed dairy farms.
2022: direct census count of farms with beef cows. These definitions do not provide a comparable farm-loss estimate.
Sources: USDA Statistical Bulletins 720, p. 12, and 722, p. 39; 2022 Census of Agriculture, Table 11. Details in notes.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Cattle operations and farms with beef cows

PURPOSE AND COMPARABILITY
This slide places the available 1980 calculated cattle-operation measure beside the latest direct Census of Agriculture count of farms with beef cows. These are different statistical populations, not a continuous beef-cow-operation series. The difference must not be described as the number or percentage of beef-cow farms lost since 1980. No farm-loss percentage is reported.

1980 MEASURE
All cattle and calf operations minus operations with milk cows = estimated cattle operations without milk cows. This includes operations with stocker/backgrounding cattle and feeding operations that may have no beef cows. It excludes operations with both milk cows and beef cows. It counts places having cattle at any time during the year. USDA's milk-cow category excludes cows used to nurse calves. National calculation: 1,619,750 cattle operations minus 334,180 milk-cow operations = 1,285,570. All 50 state calculations reconcile to that total. Separate annual USDA beef-cow-operation estimates began in 1986.

2022 MEASURE
Direct published Census of Agriculture count of farms with beef cows in inventory on December 31, 2022. Includes beef heifers that had calved. National total 622,162 farms. This uses the Beef cows / farms, 2022 row, not all cattle farms, NAICS beef-cattle ranching farms, individual producers, cattle sales, or a cattle-minus-dairy calculation. The census farm definition and coverage-adjustment methods also differ from the historical annual operation estimates. The 2022 census is the latest completed Census of Agriculture as of October 27, 2026. All 50 state farm counts are published and sum exactly to the national total.

SOURCES
1980 cattle operations: USDA, Cattle: Final Estimates for 1980-83, Statistical Bulletin 720 (January 1985), printed p.12, 1980 column.
https://esmis.nal.usda.gov/sites/default/release-files/sq87bt648/fx719q45d/m900nx41b/cattleest_Cattle_-_Final_Estimates__1980-83.pdf
1980 milk-cow operations: USDA, Milk: Final Estimates for 1979-82, Statistical Bulletin 722 (February 1985), printed p.39, 1980 column.
https://esmis.nal.usda.gov/sites/default/release-files/dz010q056/tm70mz40n/0v838343r/milkincomeest_Milk_-_Final_Estimates__1979-82.pdf
2022 farms with beef cows: USDA NASS, 2022 Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Chapter 2, Table 11, printed pp.371-379, Beef cows / farms, 2022 row.
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2022/Full_Report/Volume_1,_Chapter_2_US_State_Level/st99_2_011_011.pdf
Latest census publication listing:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2022/index.php
Annual beef-cow-operation series start: USDA Statistical Bulletin 798, printed p.4.
https://esmis.nal.usda.gov/usda-esmis/files/sq87bt648/xk81jp637/gx41mm96j/cattleest_Cattle_-_Final_Estimates__1984-88.pdf

COMPLETE STATE DATA
State	1980 all cattle operations	1980 milk-cow operations	1980 calculated difference	2022 direct farms with beef cows
Alabama	42000	4500	37500	17071
Alaska	160	60	100	112
Arizona	4600	800	3800	4730
Arkansas	45000	5500	39500	19467
California	33000	5600	27400	9324
Colorado	19000	4100	14900	10037
Connecticut	2200	1100	1100	616
Delaware	780	280	500	178
Florida	21000	2600	18400	15568
Georgia	39000	3300	35700	12462
Hawaii	850	80	770	900
Idaho	17500	4400	13100	7379
Illinois	50000	6500	43500	10713
Indiana	48000	8300	39700	9990
Iowa	71000	14000	57000	17214
Kansas	52000	5900	46100	19848
Kentucky	65000	11000	54000	28073
Louisiana	30000	4000	26000	10332
Maine	3800	2100	1700	1107
Maryland	8000	2700	5300	2295
Massachusetts	2500	1400	1100	794
Michigan	32000	9500	22500	6514
Minnesota	62000	27000	35000	11691
Mississippi	43000	4000	39000	12508
Missouri	100000	14000	86000	39000
Montana	16500	3400	13100	8653
Nebraska	43000	6000	37000	14834
Nevada	1700	400	1300	1130
New Hampshire	1900	900	1000	538
New Jersey	2700	900	1800	781
New Mexico	8500	1800	6700	7395
New York	32000	19000	13000	6457
North Carolina	50000	8700	41300	13496
North Dakota	21000	4200	16800	6749
Ohio	49000	12600	36400	15601
Oklahoma	66000	5700	60300	39338
Oregon	28000	4400	23600	9811
Pennsylvania	48000	22000	26000	11906
Rhode Island	360	160	200	134
South Carolina	21000	2600	18400	5793
South Dakota	29000	6800	22200	10249
Tennessee	76000	10000	66000	27341
Texas	162000	12000	150000	117838
Utah	10000	2600	7400	5774
Vermont	5600	3900	1700	1156
Virginia	39000	9000	30000	15340
Washington	22000	4000	18000	7599
West Virginia	18000	4000	14000	8919
Wisconsin	70000	45000	25000	12971
Wyoming	6100	1400	4700	4436

MAP
State geometry and layout preserved from the preceding map deck. Census Bureau cartographic boundaries, redistributed by TopoJSON us-atlas v3. Alaska and Hawaii are insets. Each slide uses the same numeric color bins in both years.
https://github.com/topojson/us-atlas
https://cdn.jsdelivr.net/npm/us-atlas@3/states-albers-10m.json



Prevailing Macro-Economic Tenets

Capitalism:  Adam Smith [Balance]
Pursuit of financial self-interest will benefit both the 
economy and society

Need rules/regulations to prevent collusion
Free Markets:  Milton Friedman [Hands-off Monopolies]

Limited government best allocates resources
Markets will self-correct 

Free Trade:  David Ricardo [Rules-based Trade]
Comparative Advantage

Relative efficiency 



Free Markets Without 
Guardrails

Industry Monopolization
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Federally inspected cattle and calf plants, 1980
USDA locations for plants averaging at least 20 head per week

Large and medium plants combined

Cutoff: 20+ head per week. Smaller plants are omitted. USDA combines cattle and calves.

1980 covers qualifying plants across all firms. The 2026 map shows only the Big Four.
Source: USDA, Livestock Slaughter, July 23, 1981, pp. 12, 17, 19. Approximate locations; dense clusters overlap.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Source: USDA Crop Reporting Board, Statistical Reporting Service, Livestock Slaughter, released July 23, 1981. Maps depict plant operations during 1980.
https://esmis.nal.usda.gov/sites/default/release-files/rx913p88g/7h149q829/3n2040212/LiveSlau-07-23-1981.pdf
https://esmis.nal.usda.gov/publication/livestock-slaughter?date=1981-07

Page 12 explains the coverage: approximate locations of federally inspected plants averaging at least 20 head per week, grouped into large (200 or more) and medium (20–199). Page 17 depicts large cattle-and-calves plants. Page 19 depicts medium cattle-and-calves plants. The original page 19 legend says 20 to 200; the nonoverlapping 20–199 grouping in the explanatory text is used here. Both groups use the same marker style on this combined map. Plants averaging fewer than 20 head per week are omitted. USDA combines cattle and calves.

Reconstruction: source point symbols were digitized from the two scanned maps, with visual checks against the scans. The scans share a basemap and were registered to the Albers equal-area map used on slide 1. State boundaries, map extent, geographic scale and map placement match slide 1 exactly. Historical positions remain approximate, reflecting the original diagrammatic source. The source's dense and sometimes overlapping clusters do not support a precise plant count from the markers. Markers are smaller than on slide 1 for legibility in these dense clusters. They are editable PowerPoint shapes. No city or plant names appear on the map.

Comparison scope: the 1980 map covers qualifying federally inspected cattle-and-calf establishments across all companies. Slide 1 covers only the four named companies in October 2026. Other cattle slaughter establishments continued to exist in 2026. This pair does not compare the complete national plant population in the two years. No top-20 selection or size ranking is used.

Geography: U.S. Census Bureau 2017 state cartographic boundaries distributed by TopoJSON us-atlas v3. Albers equal-area projection, central longitude -96, standard parallels 29.5 and 45.5. Native editable state shapes are duplicated from the 2026 slide without changes.
https://github.com/topojson/us-atlas
https://cdn.jsdelivr.net/npm/us-atlas@3/states-10m.json



U.S. beef slaughter plants of the Big Four
Operating plants and 2026 slaughter closures, as of October 26, 2026

Tyson (4 operating) JBS (8 operating) Cargill (5 operating) National Beef (3 operating)

Operating slaughter plant Slaughter ended in 2026 Lexington: Jan. 20   Joslin: Aug. 13   Souderton: Aug. 14

Tyson is seeking a buyer for Pasco / Wallula. Souderton continues as a value-added operation.
Sources: company plant lists and announcements, state notices. City locations are approximate. Further-processing-only sites excluded.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
U.S. beef slaughter plants of the Big Four. Status reviewed October 26, 2026. The slide depicts 20 operating slaughter plants plus 3 sites that ceased slaughter during 2026, with hollow dots. This is a city-level location map, not a street-address map. The two Dodge City dots represent separate Cargill and National Beef facilities. No Big Four slaughter plants were identified in Alaska or Hawaii; only the contiguous United States is shown.

Plant inventory:
Tyson | Pasco / Wallula, WA* | open | 46.12, -118.96 | https://www.tysonfoods.com/news/news-releases/2026/8/tyson-foods-announces-network-restructuring-beef-business-strengthen-long
Tyson | Dakota City, NE | open | 42.41, -96.47 | https://www.tysonfoods.com/news/news-releases/2026/8/tyson-foods-announces-network-restructuring-beef-business-strengthen-long
Tyson | Holcomb, KS | open | 37.99, -100.98 | https://www.tysonfoods.com/news/news-releases/2026/8/tyson-foods-announces-network-restructuring-beef-business-strengthen-long
Tyson | Amarillo, TX | open | 35.22, -101.83 | https://www.tysonfoods.com/news/news-releases/2026/8/tyson-foods-announces-network-restructuring-beef-business-strengthen-long
Tyson | Lexington, NE | closed | 40.78, -99.74 | https://www.tysonfoods.com/news/news-releases/2026/8/tyson-foods-announces-network-restructuring-beef-business-strengthen-long
Tyson | Joslin, IL | closed | 41.56, -90.22 | https://www.tysonfoods.com/news/news-releases/2026/8/tyson-foods-announces-network-restructuring-beef-business-strengthen-long
JBS | Cactus, TX | open | 36.05, -102 | https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
JBS | Grand Island, NE | open | 40.93, -98.34 | https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
JBS | Greeley, CO | open | 40.43, -104.71 | https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
JBS | Green Bay, WI | open | 44.51, -88.02 | https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
JBS | Hyrum, UT | open | 41.63, -111.85 | https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
JBS | Omaha, NE | open | 41.26, -95.94 | https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
JBS | Plainwell, MI | open | 42.44, -85.65 | https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
JBS | Tolleson, AZ | open | 33.45, -112.26 | https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
JBS | Souderton, PA | closed | 40.31, -75.32 | https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
Cargill | Dodge City, KS | open | 37.75, -100.02 | https://www.cargill.com/doc/1432077233561/mfs-meat-food-safety-24-hour-contact-list-beef-pdf.pdf
Cargill | Fort Morgan, CO | open | 40.25, -103.8 | https://www.cargill.com/doc/1432077233561/mfs-meat-food-safety-24-hour-contact-list-beef-pdf.pdf
Cargill | Friona, TX | open | 34.64, -102.72 | https://www.cargill.com/doc/1432077233561/mfs-meat-food-safety-24-hour-contact-list-beef-pdf.pdf
Cargill | Schuyler, NE | open | 41.45, -97.06 | https://www.cargill.com/doc/1432077233561/mfs-meat-food-safety-24-hour-contact-list-beef-pdf.pdf
Cargill | Wyalusing, PA | open | 41.67, -76.26 | https://www.cargill.com/doc/1432077233561/mfs-meat-food-safety-24-hour-contact-list-beef-pdf.pdf
National | Dodge City, KS | open | 37.75, -100.02 | https://www.nationalbeef.com/about-us/cattle-procurement/
National | Liberal, KS | open | 37.04, -100.92 | https://www.nationalbeef.com/about-us/cattle-procurement/
National | Tama, IA | open | 41.97, -92.58 | https://www.nationalbeef.com/about-us/cattle-procurement/

Sources and scope:
Tyson: Aug. 13, 2026 company release identifies operating Dakota City, Holcomb and Amarillo facilities, plans to sell Pasco, and ending Joslin operations. Pasco/Wallula remains included pending an announced completed sale; no completed sale found in sources reviewed. Physical site is at 13983 Dodd Road, Wallula, near Pasco.
https://www.tysonfoods.com/news/news-releases/2026/8/tyson-foods-announces-network-restructuring-beef-business-strengthen-long
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/paris/FacilityDetails.aspx?FacilityId=79528854
Lexington ceased operations Jan. 20, 2026, verified by Nebraska Department of Labor WARN letter.
https://dol.nebraska.gov/webdocs/getfile/7eb5ba08-b9ba-461f-8559-5a162f9fa4dd
Joslin closure on Aug. 13, 2026 corroborated by Illinois official September announcement and contemporary reporting.
https://agr.illinois.gov/news/press-release.html
https://www.dtnpf.com/agriculture/web/ag/news/article/2026/08/14/negative-news-pressures-market

JBS: the cattle-buyers roster lists nine U.S. beef sites; the Aug. 10, 2026 release specifies Souderton harvesting ends Aug. 14. Consequently eight operating slaughter plants plus the hollow Souderton marker are shown. Souderton retains value-added/case-ready operations.
https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/articles/jbs-usa-to-transform-souderton-facility-into-value-added-operation

Cargill: the June 2026 Beef Harvest contact list identifies five U.S. plants: Dodge City, Fort Morgan, Wyalusing, Schuyler and Friona. The two Canadian sites in the same document are excluded. Cargill sold its former Fresno slaughter operation to Western Valley Meat, a Central Valley Meat subsidiary, in 2024. Cargill's remaining Fresno ground-beef operation is further processing and is not included.
https://www.cargill.com/doc/1432077233561/mfs-meat-food-safety-24-hour-contact-list-beef-pdf.pdf
https://www.centralvalleymeat.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Press-Release-5-7.pdf
https://www.agriculturedive.com/news/western-valley-cleared-to-buy-cargills-fresno-beef-plant-worker-protections/725354/

National Beef: company cattle procurement and business descriptions identify Dodge City, Liberal and Iowa Premium at Tama. Further-processing and hide/leather sites excluded.
https://www.nationalbeef.com/about-us/cattle-procurement/
https://www.nationalbeef.com/about-us/we-know-beef/our-businesses/

Geography: U.S. Census Bureau 2017 state cartographic boundaries distributed by TopoJSON us-atlas v3, states-10m.json. Albers equal-area projection, central longitude -96, standard parallels 29.5 and 45.5. Native editable state boundary shapes, point markers and text.
https://github.com/topojson/us-atlas
https://cdn.jsdelivr.net/npm/us-atlas@3/states-10m.json



U.S. beef slaughter plants of the Big Four
Operating plants and 2026 slaughter closures, as of October 26, 2026

Tyson (4 operating) JBS (8 operating) Cargill (5 operating) National Beef (3 operating)

Pasco / Wallula, WA*

Dakota City, NE

Holcomb, KS

Amarillo, TX

Lexington, NE†

Joslin, IL†

Cactus, TX

Grand Island, NE
Greeley, CO

Green Bay, WI

Hyrum, UT

Omaha, NE

Plainwell, MI

Tolleson, AZ

Souderton, PA†
Fort Morgan, CO

Friona, TX

Schuyler, NE Wyalusing, PA

Liberal, KS

Tama, IA

Dodge City, KS
Cargill + National Beef

Operating slaughter plant Slaughter ended in 2026 † Lexington: Jan. 20   Joslin: Aug. 13   Souderton: Aug. 14

*Tyson is seeking a buyer for Pasco / Wallula. Souderton continues as a value-added operation.
Sources: company plant lists and announcements, state notices. City locations are approximate. Further-processing-only sites excluded.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
U.S. beef slaughter plants of the Big Four. Status reviewed October 26, 2026. The slide depicts 20 operating slaughter plants plus 3 sites that ceased slaughter during 2026, with hollow dots. This is a city-level location map, not a street-address map. The two Dodge City dots represent separate Cargill and National Beef facilities. No Big Four slaughter plants were identified in Alaska or Hawaii; only the contiguous United States is shown.

Plant inventory:
Tyson | Pasco / Wallula, WA* | open | 46.12, -118.96 | https://www.tysonfoods.com/news/news-releases/2026/8/tyson-foods-announces-network-restructuring-beef-business-strengthen-long
Tyson | Dakota City, NE | open | 42.41, -96.47 | https://www.tysonfoods.com/news/news-releases/2026/8/tyson-foods-announces-network-restructuring-beef-business-strengthen-long
Tyson | Holcomb, KS | open | 37.99, -100.98 | https://www.tysonfoods.com/news/news-releases/2026/8/tyson-foods-announces-network-restructuring-beef-business-strengthen-long
Tyson | Amarillo, TX | open | 35.22, -101.83 | https://www.tysonfoods.com/news/news-releases/2026/8/tyson-foods-announces-network-restructuring-beef-business-strengthen-long
Tyson | Lexington, NE | closed | 40.78, -99.74 | https://www.tysonfoods.com/news/news-releases/2026/8/tyson-foods-announces-network-restructuring-beef-business-strengthen-long
Tyson | Joslin, IL | closed | 41.56, -90.22 | https://www.tysonfoods.com/news/news-releases/2026/8/tyson-foods-announces-network-restructuring-beef-business-strengthen-long
JBS | Cactus, TX | open | 36.05, -102 | https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
JBS | Grand Island, NE | open | 40.93, -98.34 | https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
JBS | Greeley, CO | open | 40.43, -104.71 | https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
JBS | Green Bay, WI | open | 44.51, -88.02 | https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
JBS | Hyrum, UT | open | 41.63, -111.85 | https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
JBS | Omaha, NE | open | 41.26, -95.94 | https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
JBS | Plainwell, MI | open | 42.44, -85.65 | https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
JBS | Tolleson, AZ | open | 33.45, -112.26 | https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
JBS | Souderton, PA | closed | 40.31, -75.32 | https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
Cargill | Dodge City, KS | open | 37.75, -100.02 | https://www.cargill.com/doc/1432077233561/mfs-meat-food-safety-24-hour-contact-list-beef-pdf.pdf
Cargill | Fort Morgan, CO | open | 40.25, -103.8 | https://www.cargill.com/doc/1432077233561/mfs-meat-food-safety-24-hour-contact-list-beef-pdf.pdf
Cargill | Friona, TX | open | 34.64, -102.72 | https://www.cargill.com/doc/1432077233561/mfs-meat-food-safety-24-hour-contact-list-beef-pdf.pdf
Cargill | Schuyler, NE | open | 41.45, -97.06 | https://www.cargill.com/doc/1432077233561/mfs-meat-food-safety-24-hour-contact-list-beef-pdf.pdf
Cargill | Wyalusing, PA | open | 41.67, -76.26 | https://www.cargill.com/doc/1432077233561/mfs-meat-food-safety-24-hour-contact-list-beef-pdf.pdf
National | Dodge City, KS | open | 37.75, -100.02 | https://www.nationalbeef.com/about-us/cattle-procurement/
National | Liberal, KS | open | 37.04, -100.92 | https://www.nationalbeef.com/about-us/cattle-procurement/
National | Tama, IA | open | 41.97, -92.58 | https://www.nationalbeef.com/about-us/cattle-procurement/

Sources and scope:
Tyson: Aug. 13, 2026 company release identifies operating Dakota City, Holcomb and Amarillo facilities, plans to sell Pasco, and ending Joslin operations. Pasco/Wallula remains included pending an announced completed sale; no completed sale found in sources reviewed. Physical site is at 13983 Dodd Road, Wallula, near Pasco.
https://www.tysonfoods.com/news/news-releases/2026/8/tyson-foods-announces-network-restructuring-beef-business-strengthen-long
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/paris/FacilityDetails.aspx?FacilityId=79528854
Lexington ceased operations Jan. 20, 2026, verified by Nebraska Department of Labor WARN letter.
https://dol.nebraska.gov/webdocs/getfile/7eb5ba08-b9ba-461f-8559-5a162f9fa4dd
Joslin closure on Aug. 13, 2026 corroborated by Illinois official September announcement and contemporary reporting.
https://agr.illinois.gov/news/press-release.html
https://www.dtnpf.com/agriculture/web/ag/news/article/2026/08/14/negative-news-pressures-market

JBS: the cattle-buyers roster lists nine U.S. beef sites; the Aug. 10, 2026 release specifies Souderton harvesting ends Aug. 14. Consequently eight operating slaughter plants plus the hollow Souderton marker are shown. Souderton retains value-added/case-ready operations.
https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/businesses/jbs-foods-usa/u-s-cattle-buyers
https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/articles/jbs-usa-to-transform-souderton-facility-into-value-added-operation

Cargill: the June 2026 Beef Harvest contact list identifies five U.S. plants: Dodge City, Fort Morgan, Wyalusing, Schuyler and Friona. The two Canadian sites in the same document are excluded. Cargill sold its former Fresno slaughter operation to Western Valley Meat, a Central Valley Meat subsidiary, in 2024. Cargill's remaining Fresno ground-beef operation is further processing and is not included.
https://www.cargill.com/doc/1432077233561/mfs-meat-food-safety-24-hour-contact-list-beef-pdf.pdf
https://www.centralvalleymeat.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Press-Release-5-7.pdf
https://www.agriculturedive.com/news/western-valley-cleared-to-buy-cargills-fresno-beef-plant-worker-protections/725354/

National Beef: company cattle procurement and business descriptions identify Dodge City, Liberal and Iowa Premium at Tama. Further-processing and hide/leather sites excluded.
https://www.nationalbeef.com/about-us/cattle-procurement/
https://www.nationalbeef.com/about-us/we-know-beef/our-businesses/

Geography: U.S. Census Bureau 2017 state cartographic boundaries distributed by TopoJSON us-atlas v3, states-10m.json. Albers equal-area projection, central longitude -96, standard parallels 29.5 and 45.5. Native editable state boundary shapes, point markers and text.
https://github.com/topojson/us-atlas
https://cdn.jsdelivr.net/npm/us-atlas@3/states-10m.json



Negotiated cash sales: hogs
Historical benchmarks and annual cash-purchase shares, 1980–2025

Dashed line links historical survey points. Definitions and coverage differ from the annual data.
Annual line: negotiated share of all producer-sold hog purchases. Negotiated formula is excluded from cash.
The 2013 annual hog data are incomplete. No exact 1980 percentage or missing-year estimates are plotted.
Sources: USDA ERS, USDA AMS and University of Missouri. Definitions, coverage notes and values in the notes.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
HISTORICAL EXTENSION, prepared October 27, 2026
The historical benchmarks and annual hog figures are unchanged from the combined chart. Historical hog benchmarks are shown as diamonds linked by a dashed line to guide the eye, as requested. The connecting line does not supply estimates for missing years and does not remove differences in survey definitions or coverage.

1980 CONTEXT
USDA ERS AER-777 (Martinez, April 1999), printed p.1 says contracts and integration accounted for 3% in 1980, while p.10 says less than 2%; Figure 4 (p.11) shows almost all hogs in open markets. Because the report is internally inconsistent, no exact 1980 percentage is plotted. The slide uses the supported qualitative conclusion: nearly all hogs were sold on open markets. This broader historical open-market measure differs from modern reported producer-sold negotiated purchases.
https://ers.usda.gov/sites/default/files/_laserfiche/publications/40999/17966_aer777_1_.pdf?v=10869

HISTORICAL NUMERIC BENCHMARKS
1993: 87.0%, a survey of meatpackers cited in USDA ERS AIB-797 (March 2005), printed p.59. It includes packer ownership in its denominator. The 89% estimate in AER-777 uses an assumption about non-surveyed packers and is not substituted for this survey result.
https://www.ers.usda.gov/sites/default/files/_laserfiche/publications/42606/29849_aib797_002.pdf?v=31247
January survey benchmarks: 1994 62.0%; 1997 43.4%; 1999 35.8%; 2000 25.7%; 2001 17.3%. From Ron Plain, U.S. Market Hog Sales, 2002–2013 (December 2014), Table 3, citing Glenn Grimes packer surveys. The survey definitions differ from MPR, include live and carcass purchases and some packer-raised hogs, and lack separate packer-owned/sold categories. These points cannot measure exact annual changes relative to the later series or even the 1993 survey.
https://agebb.missouri.edu/mkt/vertstud13.htm

2002–2004 ANNUAL EXTENSION
Calculated with the same daily-purchase method as the existing 2005–2025 line: current_volume for producer-sold negotiated divided by all producer-sold purchase categories in LM_HG200 / AMS_2510, assigned by reported purchase year. Latest revision per report date and purchase category retained. There are 255 daily reports in each added year. Negotiated-formula was not separately reported in this period. The other required volume categories are populated. Two purchase-date labels in 2004 recur on distinct reports (February 3 and July 8); the reports have distinct purchase volumes and remain included, with no effect on the year assignment.
2002: negotiated 12,636,304 / producer-sold 72,709,261 = 17.3792221598841%.
2003: negotiated 13,157,081 / producer-sold 74,010,163 = 17.7773976798295%.
2004: negotiated 11,497,080 / producer-sold 76,356,405 = 15.0571258560431%.
The archive includes part of 2001; it is not used as a full-year observation. The 2001 plotted value is the January survey benchmark.

The following notes document the retained 2005–2025 annual series.

DATA AND DEFINITIONS
Hog series: national producer-sold negotiated purchases of barrows and gilts, live and carcass basis. Percentage equals the annual sum of negotiated head divided by annual head for all producer-sold purchase types. Negotiated formula is excluded from the numerator and included in the denominator when reported. Packer-sold and packer-owned hogs are excluded from the hog denominator. Sows and boars are outside this series. Figures use the USDA reported purchase-date year.

COVERAGE
2013 is incomplete: no prior-day purchase observations for September 30–October 16 during the federal shutdown, and no separate observations for January 18, February 15 and November 8. The 2013 percentage reflects available reports, not a complete calendar year. No separate purchase-date observations were located for July 2, 2009 or November 6, 2014. Holiday labels sometimes combine or shift dates. The November 24, 2017 printed report and API both label the purchase date November 23 (Thanksgiving); that published date is retained. Missing days are not estimated or treated as zero.

SOURCE HANDLING
Keep the latest published version per report date and purchase type to avoid duplicate revisions. Use LM_HG200 through reports dated December 31, 2020, then LM_HG218 beginning January 2021. All 102 overlapping category records in December 2020 matched. Restore four missing reports from printed USDA reports archived at Cattle.com (November 20, 2014; August 3 and October 3, 2016; August 31, 2017). Correct the January 3, 2017 report's purchase date from the API's January 2, 2017 to the printed December 30, 2016.

SOURCES (retrieved October 27, 2026)
Hog historical purchase volumes:
https://mpr.datamart.ams.usda.gov/services/v1.1/reports/2510/Current%20Volume%20by%20Purchase%20Type
Hog successor report volumes:
https://mpr.datamart.ams.usda.gov/services/v1.1/reports/3458/Volume%20by%20Purchase%20Type
Definitions:
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/LMRSwineReportingHandout.pdf
Shutdown documentation (printed p.16, footnote17):
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Est%20Net%20Price%20Calculation%20for%20Negotiated%20Barrows%20and%20Gilts%20FINAL.pdf
Archived USDA reports:
https://www.cattle.com/Markets/archive.aspx?code=LM_HG200&date=2014-11-20
https://www.cattle.com/Markets/archive.aspx?code=LM_HG200&date=2016-08-03
https://www.cattle.com/Markets/archive.aspx?code=LM_HG200&date=2016-10-03
https://www.cattle.com/Markets/archive.aspx?code=LM_HG200&date=2017-01-03
https://www.cattle.com/Markets/archive.aspx?code=LM_HG200&date=2017-08-31

ANNUAL HOG DATA (%)
2002	17.379222
2003	17.777398
2004	15.057126
2005	15.594217
2006	14.310523
2007	13.798880
2008	13.473864
2009	9.733030
2010	7.584915
2011	6.340455
2012	5.332652
2013	4.707757
2014	3.999285
2015	3.811187
2016	3.487207
2017	3.792601
2018	3.436992
2019	3.133315
2020	2.944930
2021	2.704425
2022	3.447755
2023	2.963754
2024	1.828888
2025	2.193027



Negotiated cash sales: fed cattle
Percentage of national LMR cattle purchases, 2005–2025

Annual share of national LMR cattle purchases made through negotiated cash sales.
Negotiated grid purchases are excluded from cash.
Source: USDA AMS, Annual LMR Purchase Type Breakdown by Region. Annual values and source in the notes.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
FED CATTLE NEGOTIATED CASH SALES, 2005–2025

DEFINITION
USDA published NATIONAL Cash row, Annual LMR Purchase Type Breakdown by Region. Negotiated grid purchases are excluded from cash. All 21 annual values are unchanged from the combined chart.

SOURCE (retrieved October 27, 2026)
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/LMRLiveCattleAnnualPurchaseTypeBreakdown.pdf

ANNUAL DATA
Year	Fed cattle cash share (%)
2005	52.1
2006	49.4
2007	47.3
2008	42.6
2009	38.8
2010	37.4
2011	32.6
2012	26.0
2013	23.1
2014	23.1
2015	21.3
2016	25.6
2017	25.7
2018	25.5
2019	20.9
2020	23.4
2021	19.5
2022	20.4
2023	18.7
2024	18.1
2025	17.8



Negotiated cash sales: fed cattle and hogs
Historical hog benchmarks and annual cash-purchase shares, 1980–2025

Dashed line links historical survey points. Definitions and coverage differ across the historical and annual data.
Annual hog line: negotiated / all producer-sold purchases. Cattle: national LMR cash share, beginning 2005.
Cash excludes cattle negotiated grid and hog negotiated formula. The 2013 hog data are incomplete.
Sources: USDA ERS, USDA AMS and University of Missouri. Full definitions, coverage notes and values in the notes.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
HISTORICAL EXTENSION, prepared October 27, 2026
The chart retains the original design and 2005–2025 figures. Cattle begins in 2005. Historical hog benchmarks are shown as diamonds linked by a dashed line to guide the eye, as requested. The connecting line does not supply estimates for missing years and does not remove differences in survey definitions or coverage. No cattle values before 2005 are filled.

1980 CONTEXT
USDA ERS AER-777 (Martinez, April 1999), printed p.1 says contracts and integration accounted for 3% in 1980, while p.10 says less than 2%; Figure 4 (p.11) shows almost all hogs in open markets. Because the report is internally inconsistent, no exact 1980 percentage is plotted. The slide uses the supported qualitative conclusion: nearly all hogs were sold on open markets. This broader historical open-market measure differs from modern reported producer-sold negotiated purchases.
https://ers.usda.gov/sites/default/files/_laserfiche/publications/40999/17966_aer777_1_.pdf?v=10869

HISTORICAL NUMERIC BENCHMARKS
1993: 87.0%, a survey of meatpackers cited in USDA ERS AIB-797 (March 2005), printed p.59. It includes packer ownership in its denominator. The 89% estimate in AER-777 uses an assumption about non-surveyed packers and is not substituted for this survey result.
https://www.ers.usda.gov/sites/default/files/_laserfiche/publications/42606/29849_aib797_002.pdf?v=31247
January survey benchmarks: 1994 62.0%; 1997 43.4%; 1999 35.8%; 2000 25.7%; 2001 17.3%. From Ron Plain, U.S. Market Hog Sales, 2002–2013 (December 2014), Table 3, citing Glenn Grimes packer surveys. The survey definitions differ from MPR, include live and carcass purchases and some packer-raised hogs, and lack separate packer-owned/sold categories. These points cannot measure exact annual changes relative to the later series or even the 1993 survey.
https://agebb.missouri.edu/mkt/vertstud13.htm

2002–2004 ANNUAL EXTENSION
Calculated with the same daily-purchase method as the existing 2005–2025 line: current_volume for producer-sold negotiated divided by all producer-sold purchase categories in LM_HG200 / AMS_2510, assigned by reported purchase year. Latest revision per report date and purchase category retained. There are 255 daily reports in each added year. Negotiated-formula was not separately reported in this period. The other required volume categories are populated. Two purchase-date labels in 2004 recur on distinct reports (February 3 and July 8); the reports have distinct purchase volumes and remain included, with no effect on the year assignment.
2002: negotiated 12,636,304 / producer-sold 72,709,261 = 17.3792221598841%.
2003: negotiated 13,157,081 / producer-sold 74,010,163 = 17.7773976798295%.
2004: negotiated 11,497,080 / producer-sold 76,356,405 = 15.0571258560431%.
The archive includes part of 2001; it is not used as a full-year observation. The 2001 plotted value is the January survey benchmark.

The following notes document the retained 2005–2025 annual series.

DATA AND DEFINITIONS
Hog series: national producer-sold negotiated purchases of barrows and gilts, live and carcass basis. Percentage equals the annual sum of negotiated head divided by annual head for all producer-sold purchase types. Negotiated formula is excluded from the numerator and included in the denominator when reported. Packer-sold and packer-owned hogs are excluded from the hog denominator. Sows and boars are outside this series. Figures use the USDA reported purchase-date year.

Cattle series: USDA published NATIONAL Cash row, Annual LMR Purchase Type Breakdown by Region, 2005–2025. Negotiated grid is excluded from cash. These are analogous purchase measures; species, seller categories, and reporting calendars are not identical.

COVERAGE
2013 is incomplete: no prior-day purchase observations for September 30–October 16 during the federal shutdown, and no separate observations for January 18, February 15 and November 8. The 2013 percentage reflects available reports, not a complete calendar year. No separate purchase-date observations were located for July 2, 2009 or November 6, 2014. Holiday labels sometimes combine or shift dates. The November 24, 2017 printed report and API both label the purchase date November 23 (Thanksgiving); that published date is retained. Missing days are not estimated or treated as zero.

SOURCE HANDLING
Keep the latest published version per report date and purchase type to avoid duplicate revisions. Use LM_HG200 through reports dated December 31, 2020, then LM_HG218 beginning January 2021. All 102 overlapping category records in December 2020 matched. Restore four missing reports from printed USDA reports archived at Cattle.com (November 20, 2014; August 3 and October 3, 2016; August 31, 2017). Correct the January 3, 2017 report's purchase date from the API's January 2, 2017 to the printed December 30, 2016.

SOURCES (retrieved October 27, 2026)
Cattle annual percentages:
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/LMRLiveCattleAnnualPurchaseTypeBreakdown.pdf
Hog historical purchase volumes:
https://mpr.datamart.ams.usda.gov/services/v1.1/reports/2510/Current%20Volume%20by%20Purchase%20Type
Hog successor report volumes:
https://mpr.datamart.ams.usda.gov/services/v1.1/reports/3458/Volume%20by%20Purchase%20Type
Definitions:
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/LMRSwineReportingHandout.pdf
Shutdown documentation (printed p.16, footnote17):
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Est%20Net%20Price%20Calculation%20for%20Negotiated%20Barrows%20and%20Gilts%20FINAL.pdf
Archived USDA reports:
https://www.cattle.com/Markets/archive.aspx?code=LM_HG200&date=2014-11-20
https://www.cattle.com/Markets/archive.aspx?code=LM_HG200&date=2016-08-03
https://www.cattle.com/Markets/archive.aspx?code=LM_HG200&date=2016-10-03
https://www.cattle.com/Markets/archive.aspx?code=LM_HG200&date=2017-01-03
https://www.cattle.com/Markets/archive.aspx?code=LM_HG200&date=2017-08-31

ANNUAL DATA
Year	Fed cattle cash share (%)	Hog negotiated share (%)
2005	52.1	15.594217
2006	49.4	14.310523
2007	47.3	13.798880
2008	42.6	13.473864
2009	38.8	9.733030
2010	37.4	7.584915
2011	32.6	6.340455
2012	26.0	5.332652
2013	23.1	4.707757
2014	23.1	3.999285
2015	21.3	3.811187
2016	25.6	3.487207
2017	25.7	3.792601
2018	25.5	3.436992
2019	20.9	3.133315
2020	23.4	2.944930
2021	19.5	2.704425
2022	20.4	3.447755
2023	18.7	2.963754
2024	18.1	1.828888
2025	17.8	2.193027

EXTENDED ANNUAL HOG DATA (%)
2002	17.379222
2003	17.777398
2004	15.057126
2005	15.594217
2006	14.310523
2007	13.798880
2008	13.473864
2009	9.733030
2010	7.584915
2011	6.340455
2012	5.332652
2013	4.707757
2014	3.999285
2015	3.811187
2016	3.487207
2017	3.792601
2018	3.436992
2019	3.133315
2020	2.944930
2021	2.704425
2022	3.447755
2023	2.963754
2024	1.828888
2025	2.193027
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We know that the spread between farm gate prices and retail prices has increased substantially  over the past several decades, indicating that downstream sectors beyond the live cattle sector are capturing an ever-greater share of the consumer beef dollar. This is a concern because just as the case four decades ago, the only ingredient in beef is still cattle. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
15 years if data.
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Federal Investigations of Beef Markets
Presidential directives and agency actions, 2025–2026

Nov. 7, 2025
Presidential direction

Trump directs DOJ to investigate major meatpackers for possible
collusion, price fixing and price manipulation, including
coordinated pricing or capacity restrictions.

Dec. 6, 2025
Executive Order 14364

Creates DOJ and FTC food-supply-chain task forces to investigate
anticompetitive conduct and foreign-control risks. Directs remedies,
including enforcement and appropriate criminal proceedings.

September 2026
DOJ retail inquiry

DOJ expands its beef inquiry to eight major grocers, including
Walmart, Costco, Amazon and Kroger, seeking information on
beef purchasing, retail pricing and profit margins.

Sept. 4, 2026
Executive Order 14424

Expands Packers and Stockyards Act investigations, increases
USDA enforcement capacity and directs DOJ coordination.
Requires a heightened enforcement plan within 60 days.

The retail inquiry is an agency action. The identified executive orders are 14364 and 14424.

Sources: White House directives and orders; Bloomberg and Reuters reporting on DOJ’s retail inquiry

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sources and distinctions:
1. White House, November 7, 2025, presidential direction to investigate meatpackers: https://www.whitehouse.gov/releases/2025/11/trump-administration-cracks-down-on-foreign-owned-meat-packing-cartels/ . This is a White House announcement of presidential direction, not a numbered executive order.
2. EO 14364, December 6, 2025, Addressing Security Risks from Price Fixing and Anti-Competitive Behavior in the Food Supply Chain: https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/12/addressing-security-risks-from-price-fixing-and-anti-competitive-behavior-in-the-food-supply-chain/ . Section 2 creates DOJ and FTC task forces, directs investigation and remedies, and calls for criminal proceedings as appropriate if evidence of criminal collusion is uncovered. Congressional briefings within 180 and 365 days.
3. Retail inquiry: Bloomberg, September 2, 2026, https://www.ttnews.com/articles/doj-beef-antitrust-grocers ; Reuters, September 2, 2026, https://www.streetinsider.com/Reuters/US%2BJustice%2BDepartment%2Bexpands%2Bbeef%2Bprice%2Bprobe%2Bto%2Beight%2Bretailers/27020542.html . Reports cite DOJ announcement and letters. Retailers: Kroger, Publix, Walmart, Albertsons, Aldi, Ahold Delhaize USA, Costco and Amazon. Bloomberg reports letters dated July 14 seeking purchasing, pricing and margin information. The slide uses the September announcement month rather than treating it as the date the inquiry began. No separate retailer-specific executive order was identified.
4. EO 14424, September 4, 2026, Section 2: https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/09/promoting-fair-competition-in-livestock-markets-and-expanding-market-access-for-american-meat-producers/ . Investigation priorities include unfair practices, undue preferences, restraints of commerce and price manipulation. Summary concerns investigative directions and announcements, not findings of liability.



Free Trade/Globalism

23



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As a result of the growing trade deficit and unfair trade practices (e.g., disallowing U.S. producers to distinguish their exclusively U.S. product in the marketplace), the U.S. cattle industry – the largest segment of American agriculture, is shrinking fast.  Recently, in 2014-15, the U.S. mother cow herd fell to the lowest level in over 70 years, and well below pre-NAFTA levels. Our beef cow numbers are now nearly 3.3 million fewer than when NAFTA was implemented in 1994. All this while America’s population was exploding, increasing 30% since 1994 (increasing from 263 million to 340 million).
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In 2025, while imported beef volumes were at a record high, live cattle imports were significantly reduced. As a result, overall imports (commodity beef and live cattle equivalent of beef) were lower than the  2024 record year.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
USDA will publish 2025 data on May 1.



27



28



Monthly U.S. beef and veal imports
September 2016–August 2026

Million pounds, carcass-weight equivalent
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Total imports from all countries. Monthly volumes, not seasonally adjusted.

Source: USDA ERS, Livestock and Meat International Trade Data, based on U.S. Census Bureau data.
October 7, 2026 release. Latest 120 reported months. Source details and monthly values in the notes.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MONTHLY U.S. BEEF AND VEAL IMPORTS
Prepared October 27, 2026. Latest 120 monthly observations available in the USDA ERS release dated October 7, 2026. September 2016 through August 2026, inclusive. The series covers general imports from all countries. Uses USDA ERS commodity Beef and veal.

Source page: https://ers.usda.gov/data-products/livestock-and-meat-international-trade-data
Source CSV: https://ers.usda.gov/media/29544/beef-and-veal-monthly-us-trade-carcass-weight-1000-pounds.csv?v=69531
Methodology: https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/livestock-and-meat-international-trade-data/documentation

Filters: COMMODITY_DESC = Beef and veal; TRADE_FLOW = Imports; GEOGRAPHY_DESC = World total. Source unit: Carcass weight, 1,000 pounds. Divide AMOUNT by 1,000 to display million pounds. USDA converts product weight to carcass-weight-equivalent pounds. Figures are physical import volumes, not dollar values. No smoothing, seasonal adjustment, interpolation, or forecasts applied.

Both horizontal axes use the same calendar-year bounds and January year ticks. The 2016 data begin in September; 2026 ends in August. Vertical scales differ because lamb imports are substantially smaller. The monthly X coordinate is year+(month-1)/12; each month is one equal step.

MONTHLY VALUES
Month	Million pounds CWE
2016-09	218.959624109598
2016-10	225.577367189983
2016-11	211.489916544513
2016-12	200.746306284083
2017-01	228.002030661767
2017-02	200.502232548375
2017-03	271.127983690466
2017-04	250.360947238419
2017-05	267.740530490294
2017-06	293.998692907605
2017-07	301.045810279248
2017-08	282.130342394517
2017-09	230.559137315625
2017-10	246.117410730669
2017-11	212.189394985691
2017-12	209.206005662047
2018-01	247.469885635548
2018-02	219.928290326058
2018-03	254.046160609214
2018-04	235.826026950527
2018-05	275.310453167962
2018-06	293.665995218619
2018-07	295.462077700883
2018-08	272.519156623174
2018-09	239.414731977439
2018-10	234.646194027225
2018-11	217.197479358715
2018-12	212.453309380476
2019-01	253.288134196627
2019-02	214.995027592389
2019-03	270.346691371437
2019-04	272.88778300253
2019-05	295.714224572247
2019-06	267.650778674787
2019-07	267.047647139384
2019-08	265.778273427332
2019-09	238.163183705962
2019-10	240.997328573263
2019-11	242.673706705467
2019-12	228.348430170104
2020-01	241.302776326482
2020-02	230.503662084068
2020-03	301.735443983326
2020-04	270.669905261095
2020-05	268.678520636943
2020-06	308.314473083209
2020-07	376.73864033387
2020-08	349.042753503543
2020-09	299.606456405454
2020-10	250.48126724596
2020-11	232.951041520893
2020-12	209.304157934576
2021-01	224.35782297971
2021-02	198.441902279655
2021-03	273.027248772007
2021-04	274.788526664715
2021-05	270.362682160743
2021-06	320.137476296891
2021-07	306.637793658606
2021-08	331.647420317796
2021-09	284.16759498093
2021-10	292.796826878719
2021-11	295.554394528666
2021-12	272.657706237035
2022-01	351.897068851072
2022-02	278.642103914723
2022-03	353.969580249462
2022-04	293.704925536628
2022-05	294.438084418127
2022-06	270.503064194428
2022-07	268.271265229551
2022-08	270.575484585102
2022-09	258.370348019065
2022-10	260.974445721528
2022-11	241.046857431826
2022-12	247.568188280698
2023-01	364.576279612551
2023-02	283.577621794319
2023-03	308.131611497413
2023-04	295.069585353565
2023-05	311.069945791039
2023-06	295.208888706972
2023-07	317.453125874848
2023-08	333.964980323727
2023-09	312.789281997818
2023-10	306.226406746068
2023-11	290.550438141712
2023-12	306.372155074373
2024-01	503.405165207363
2024-02	351.278081115272
2024-03	340.602138239977
2024-04	327.314642906705
2024-05	343.501042197448
2024-06	341.4712502296
2024-07	403.539391966807
2024-08	421.018987493082
2024-09	384.880922097584
2024-10	413.781246105293
2024-11	404.550565744469
2024-12	400.102270840988
2025-01	606.752202468161
2025-02	371.777056656307
2025-03	501.578912365192
2025-04	474.436233614278
2025-05	551.11784507484
2025-06	437.716507791475
2025-07	456.260080769522
2025-08	412.700705045703
2025-09	378.974836161004
2025-10	403.23887581206
2025-11	387.185874264451
2025-12	406.213979364676
2026-01	654.598146412162
2026-02	455.668703159177
2026-03	598.52444384054
2026-04	522.253607615166
2026-05	523.521669550391
2026-06	542.430062629082
2026-07	541.553077261962
2026-08	519.933981135344



Monthly U.S. lamb imports
September 2016–August 2026

Million pounds, carcass-weight equivalent
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Lamb only, excluding mutton. Total imports from all countries, not seasonally adjusted.

Source: USDA ERS, Livestock and Meat International Trade Data, based on U.S. Census Bureau data.
October 7, 2026 release. Latest 120 reported months. Source details and monthly values in the notes.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MONTHLY U.S. LAMB IMPORTS
Prepared October 27, 2026. Latest 120 monthly observations available in the USDA ERS release dated October 7, 2026. September 2016 through August 2026, inclusive. The series covers general imports from all countries. Uses commodity Lamb only; Mutton is excluded.

Source page: https://ers.usda.gov/data-products/livestock-and-meat-international-trade-data
Source CSV: https://ers.usda.gov/media/29548/lamb-and-mutton-monthly-us-trade-carcass-weight-1000-pounds.csv?v=78653
Methodology: https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/livestock-and-meat-international-trade-data/documentation

Filters: COMMODITY_DESC = Lamb; TRADE_FLOW = Imports; GEOGRAPHY_DESC = World total. Source unit: Carcass weight, 1,000 pounds. Divide AMOUNT by 1,000 to display million pounds. USDA converts product weight to carcass-weight-equivalent pounds. Figures are physical import volumes, not dollar values. No smoothing, seasonal adjustment, interpolation, or forecasts applied.

Both horizontal axes use the same calendar-year bounds and January year ticks. The 2016 data begin in September; 2026 ends in August. Vertical scales differ because lamb imports are substantially smaller. The monthly X coordinate is year+(month-1)/12; each month is one equal step.

MONTHLY VALUES
Month	Million pounds CWE
2016-09	9.97136747303256
2016-10	12.97973407122
2016-11	18.1408528521007
2016-12	16.266816654732
2017-01	19.7196034779324
2017-02	15.9920339796101
2017-03	22.8261820179002
2017-04	14.6633385476239
2017-05	17.0161678489018
2017-06	14.7260751231384
2017-07	16.9532003171866
2017-08	18.626080365779
2017-09	14.7018663453262
2017-10	16.6768825196736
2017-11	15.9295517292895
2017-12	17.3911857796908
2018-01	19.8143827350739
2018-02	14.3794679796936
2018-03	19.3854454821821
2018-04	16.3317757537771
2018-05	19.0529850453718
2018-06	18.9692749307376
2018-07	22.4238937066351
2018-08	16.7044247741347
2018-09	12.2452834762238
2018-10	11.7637345948147
2018-11	15.8430191693861
2018-12	18.764268277361
2019-01	24.8949433934863
2019-02	16.3313752180522
2019-03	25.149944877251
2019-04	25.584716177249
2019-05	20.1037414008262
2019-06	16.0471623164177
2019-07	17.3296574252172
2019-08	12.9191353617514
2019-09	9.35913662428752
2019-10	14.876036774419
2019-11	16.2228918541889
2019-12	19.6913216168827
2020-01	18.4171710023532
2020-02	15.0745540788461
2020-03	26.0139696611206
2020-04	19.958409191191
2020-05	15.8363791124767
2020-06	11.8214286707059
2020-07	16.4481819999991
2020-08	16.1275398362518
2020-09	15.9310416128371
2020-10	16.5003564078814
2020-11	18.9711898654068
2020-12	22.5333000134525
2021-01	18.4505209366414
2021-02	8.71786711185264
2021-03	25.2635682732149
2021-04	19.2062778804943
2021-05	20.2277635578396
2021-06	29.3794849351231
2021-07	25.4137607925113
2021-08	26.1624784665031
2021-09	26.0409631410734
2021-10	22.2475552522675
2021-11	23.6594181973212
2021-12	19.4714001665669
2022-01	21.5856650284178
2022-02	15.789407965254
2022-03	27.3823907942189
2022-04	24.2816947148563
2022-05	25.2616095988452
2022-06	23.7300982904563
2022-07	25.9463775379284
2022-08	22.7790404974894
2022-09	23.8910273188927
2022-10	22.0270169487161
2022-11	24.7305515211821
2022-12	20.597919327085
2023-01	18.915797150329
2023-02	15.1826668016587
2023-03	25.1475275533205
2023-04	15.3449807736355
2023-05	17.8236454894294
2023-06	18.5181963063602
2023-07	19.4223514717562
2023-08	22.917003802182
2023-09	20.7398543905879
2023-10	24.0632354580358
2023-11	22.0064002056209
2023-12	19.7890429861757
2024-01	23.2043129631382
2024-02	20.816767743781
2024-03	27.1659880087999
2024-04	25.8528005052559
2024-05	28.1565768788489
2024-06	28.371814036524
2024-07	29.5175086464586
2024-08	28.3956670765303
2024-09	22.7670183409838
2024-10	25.5601259998308
2024-11	24.5044304974325
2024-12	24.8140083688409
2025-01	27.3642453442008
2025-02	17.9408415194366
2025-03	27.2812934431649
2025-04	28.6244381441088
2025-05	22.4419945351039
2025-06	23.7564467861969
2025-07	27.0276813121846
2025-08	23.9824690428809
2025-09	27.786844044288
2025-10	23.0737991643684
2025-11	22.0806674833046
2025-12	30.7737001456214
2026-01	22.4708873410022
2026-02	19.5052927024217
2026-03	32.115090232008
2026-04	24.7766696560606
2026-05	27.6577104270751
2026-06	32.2040390576234
2026-07	24.4892582006436
2026-08	24.3115659319982



NAFTA Impact on Pacific Northwest
• NAMI (2018):  Northwest Region (WA, OR, ID) Imports 282,000 head of fed and 
feeder cattle.

• NCBA (2018):  “Especially in the Pacific Northwest,” imports of Canadian and 
Mexican cattle “have supplemented seasonal shortages in our herd and helped 
our feed yards and packing facilities run at optimal levels.”

• Changes is Northwest Region’s Cattle industry post NAFTA (1994)

• 2014 WSU study found the decline of the WA beef cow herd shrank at double 
the rate of decline of the U.S. herd. 
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1994 2022 Actual 
Loss

Percent 
Loss

No. of Beef 
Cattle 
Operations

38,500 24,789 13,711 36%

No. of Beef 
Cows

1.46 million 1.16 million 300,000 21%

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
That undifferentiated beef and cattle imports from Canada and Mexico function as direct substitutes for U.S. cattle and beef and cause the exodus of U.S. beef cattle operations, shrinkage of the U.S. cattle herd, and elimination of opportunities for aspiring cattle farmers and ranchers was evidenced in the 2018 U.S. International Trade Commission (USITC) investigation into the USMCA. During the investigation, the North American Meat Institute (NAMI) testified that, “The Northwest region imports 227,000 head of Canadian fat cattle per year representing approximately 19 percent of processing capacity in the region. Additionally, another 55,000 of Canadian feeder cattle are imported annually into Oregon, Washington, and Idaho, representing 8 percent of the one-time [packing] capacity [in that region].” The National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA) testified that “especially in the Pacific Northwest,” imports of Canadian and Mexican cattle “have supplemented seasonal shortages in our herd and helped our feed yards and packing facilities run at optimal levels.” Census data show the number of beef cattle operations in the states of Washington, Oregon, and Idaho (the Pacific Northwest or Northwest), declined from 38,500 beef cattle farms in 1994, the year NAFTA was implemented, to just 24,789 beef cattle farms by 2022. This represents a 36% decline in the number of Pacific Northwest beef cattle farms and ranches under NAFTA. Census data also show the total number of beef cows in those same states declined from 1.46 million head in 1994 to only 1.16 million head in 2022, representing a 21% decline in the number of beef cows in the states of Washington, Oregon, and Idaho under NAFTA. Thus, while the U.S. was importing 282,000 head of both fat cattle and feeder cattle from Canada and/or Mexico into the Pacific Northwest (this according to the NAMI testimony cited above), and producing undifferentiated beef from those imported cattle, the domestic beef cow herd in the Pacific Northwest shrank by about 300,,000 head of cattle and 13,711 beef cattle farms and ranches exited the U.S. cattle supply chain. These data and admissions by both the NAMI and NCBA fully support R-CALF USA’s position that increased imports of cattle from which undifferentiated beef is produced has substantively harmed the U.S. cattle supply chain by displacing U.S. cattle operations and U.S. cattle. While these empirical data provide specific evidence for the Pacific Northwest, nationwide evidence of the shrinking numbers of cattle farms and ranches and the declining number of cattle in the U.S. herd provides every indication that this same import-related harm is being exacted in every state. In 2014, WSU found the herd in Washington shrank at twice the rate of the rest of the US.




Political Influence
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Calf prices and five developments
500-600 lb steer calves. Oklahoma eight-market average. Weekly prices through October 16, 2026.

Date Development Weeks compared Change ($/cwt) Change (%)

1 Oct 19, 2025 More Argentine beef imports discussed Oct 17 - Nov 14, 2025 -$42.40 -9.19%

2 May 11, 2026 Proposal to suspend beef import quotas* May 8 - Jun 5, 2026 -$40.91 -8.29%

3 Jun 12, 2026 JBS announces Souderton closure Jun 12 - Jul 10, 2026 +$11.49 +2.48%

4 Aug 13, 2026 Tyson announces Joslin closure Aug 14 - Sep 11, 2026 -$40.92 -9.50%

5 Aug 21, 2026 Up to 300,000 metric tons of added imports Aug 21 - Sep 18, 2026 -$6.90 -1.66%
Source: USDA AMS via LMIC. Same four-week comparison dates. Gaps indicate unavailable prices.
*The May 11 signing was delayed. Timing does not establish causation. The August windows overlap.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
USDA AMS Market News prices as compiled by Livestock Marketing Information Center (LMIC), In the Cattle Markets. Series: 500-600 lb feeder steers, Oklahoma eight-market average, dollars per hundredweight. This is a regional calf-price benchmark, not a national average or a single-weight 550 lb quote. The published weight class is used consistently throughout.
https://lmic.info/resources/publications/in-the-cattle-markets/
https://lmic.info/resources/publications/in-the-cattle-markets-past-issues/
88 available weekly prices from January 10, 2025 through October 16, 2026. Missing or unlocated observations remain blank and the chart shows gaps; no prices were estimated. Missing dates: 2025-01-03, 2025-12-19, 2025-12-26, 2026-01-02, 2026-07-24, 2026-09-04. The latest available source report covers October 16. Repeated prices in successive issues and prior-year comparisons were checked for agreement.

Weekly data provenance:
2025-01-10 $338.96 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets011226.pdf
2025-01-17 $343.28 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2025/cattlemarkets012025.pdf
2025-01-24 $341.96 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets012626.pdf
2025-01-31 $351.39 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets020226.pdf
2025-02-07 $344.40 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets020926.pdf
2025-02-14 $339.01 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets021626.pdf
2025-02-21 $329.74 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets022526.pdf
2025-02-28 $350.93 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets030226.pdf
2025-03-07 $357.26 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets030926.pdf
2025-03-14 $368.70 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets031626.pdf
2025-03-21 $366.79 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets032326.pdf
2025-03-28 $378.52 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets033026.pdf
2025-04-04 $380.79 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets040626.pdf
2025-04-11 $369.71 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2025/cattlemarkets041425.pdf
2025-04-18 $376.11 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets042026.pdf
2025-04-25 $376.56 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets042726.pdf
2025-05-02 $387.52 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets050426.pdf
2025-05-09 $389.13 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets051126.pdf
2025-05-16 $396.27 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2025/cattlemarkets051925.pdf
2025-05-23 $383.21 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2025/cattlemarkets052625.pdf
2025-05-30 $377.79 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2025/cattlemarkets060225.pdf
2025-06-06 $377.60 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets060826.pdf
2025-06-13 $377.25 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets061526.pdf
2025-06-20 $379.92 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets062226.pdf
2025-06-27 $384.38 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets062926.pdf
2025-07-04 $384.24 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets070626.pdf
2025-07-11 $399.45 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets071326.pdf
2025-07-18 $394.84 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets072026.pdf
2025-07-25 $397.01 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2025/cattlemarkets072825.pdf
2025-08-01 $414.88 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2025/cattlemarkets080425.pdf
2025-08-08 $415.41 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets081026.pdf
2025-08-15 $424.67 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets081726.pdf
2025-08-22 $441.38 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets082426.pdf
2025-08-29 $440.53 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets083126.pdf
2025-09-05 $452.74 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2025/cattlemarkets090825.pdf
2025-09-12 $443.17 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2025/cattlemarkets091525.pdf
2025-09-19 $423.04 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets092126.pdf
2025-09-26 $439.26 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets092826.pdf
2025-10-03 $432.55 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets100526.pdf
2025-10-10 $431.55 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets101226.pdf
2025-10-17 $461.33 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets101926.pdf
2025-10-24 $460.52 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2025/cattlemarkets110325.pdf
2025-10-31 $401.68 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2025/cattlemarkets110325.pdf
2025-11-07 $429.48 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2025/cattlemarkets111025.pdf
2025-11-14 $418.93 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2025/cattlemarkets111725.pdf
2025-11-21 $421.40 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2025/cattlemarkets112425.pdf
2025-11-28 $387.19 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2025/cattlemarkets120125.pdf
2025-12-05 $438.64 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2025/cattlemarkets120825.pdf
2025-12-12 $451.23 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2025/cattlemarkets121525.pdf
2026-01-09 $474.46 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets011226.pdf
2026-01-16 $478.82 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets012626.pdf
2026-01-23 $474.03 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets012626.pdf
2026-01-30 $454.57 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets020226.pdf
2026-02-06 $481.90 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets020926.pdf
2026-02-13 $502.09 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets021626.pdf
2026-02-20 $506.94 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets022526.pdf
2026-02-27 $505.25 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets030226.pdf
2026-03-06 $489.06 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets030926.pdf
2026-03-13 $483.91 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets031626.pdf
2026-03-20 $488.93 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets032326.pdf
2026-03-27 $500.36 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets033026.pdf
2026-04-03 $498.18 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets040626.pdf
2026-04-10 $500.26 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets042026.pdf
2026-04-17 $500.74 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets042026.pdf
2026-04-24 $492.65 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets042726.pdf
2026-05-01 $494.68 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets050426.pdf
2026-05-08 $493.29 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets051126.pdf
2026-05-15 $474.87 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets052726.pdf
2026-05-22 $476.99 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets052726.pdf
2026-05-29 $483.81 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets060826.pdf
2026-06-05 $452.38 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets060826.pdf
2026-06-12 $463.52 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets061526.pdf
2026-06-19 $467.13 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets062226.pdf
2026-06-26 $487.76 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets062926.pdf
2026-07-03 $480.74 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets070626.pdf
2026-07-10 $475.01 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets071326.pdf
2026-07-17 $470.54 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets072026.pdf
2026-07-31 $429.69 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets081026.pdf
2026-08-07 $432.63 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets081026.pdf
2026-08-14 $430.80 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets081726.pdf
2026-08-21 $415.18 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets082426.pdf
2026-08-28 $388.23 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets083126.pdf
2026-09-11 $389.88 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets092126.pdf
2026-09-18 $408.28 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets092126.pdf
2026-09-25 $408.54 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets092826.pdf
2026-10-02 $401.92 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets100526.pdf
2026-10-09 $401.43 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets101226.pdf
2026-10-16 $402.29 https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets101926.pdf

Method: Use the same exact baseline and endpoint weeks as the cutter-cow slide, selected nearest to each announcement and 28 days later. Every pair is exactly 28 days apart. Dollar change = endpoint minus baseline. Percent change = (endpoint / baseline - 1) x 100. Weekly averages can include trading after the announcement; the Tyson baseline is the week ending August 14. These comparisons describe timing and do not establish causation. August comparison windows overlap and must not be added.

1. 2025-10-19 More Argentine beef imports
The President publicly discussed buying more Argentine beef to lower U.S. prices. This was an initial policy signal; the quota increase was signed February 6, 2026.
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/DCPD-202501029/html/DCPD-202501029.htm
Comparison: 2025-10-17 $461.33 to 2025-11-14 $418.93 per cwt. -$42.40/cwt (-9.19%).
Price sources: https://lmic.info/resources/publications/in-the-cattle-markets/
https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets101926.pdf
https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2025/cattlemarkets111725.pdf
https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2025/cattlemarkets112425.pdf

2. 2026-05-11 Beef quota-suspension proposal
The White House proposed suspending beef tariff-rate quotas. The planned May 11 signing was delayed; the proposal did not take effect then.
https://www.investing.com/news/politics-news/trump-to-sign-orders-to-boost-beef-imports-rebuild-cattle-herd-white-house-says-4677754
Comparison: 2026-05-08 $493.29 to 2026-06-05 $452.38 per cwt. -$40.91/cwt (-8.29%).
Price sources: https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets051126.pdf
https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets060826.pdf
https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets061526.pdf

3. 2026-06-12 JBS Souderton closure announcement
JBS announced the planned closure of its Souderton beef production facility. The release establishes the announcement date, not the final slaughter date.
https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/articles/jbs-usa-announces-network-changes-to-strengthen-operations
Comparison: 2026-06-12 $463.52 to 2026-07-10 $475.01 per cwt. +$11.49/cwt (+2.48%).
Price sources: https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets061526.pdf
https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets062226.pdf
https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets071326.pdf
https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets072026.pdf

4. 2026-08-13 Tyson Joslin closure announcement
Tyson announced that it would end operations at its Joslin beef facility. Joslin is the company's spelling. The release does not specify the final slaughter date.
https://www.tysonfoods.com/news/news-releases/2026/8/tyson-foods-announces-network-restructuring-beef-business-strengthen-long
Comparison: 2026-08-14 $430.80 to 2026-09-11 $389.88 per cwt. -$40.92/cwt (-9.50%).
Price sources: https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets081726.pdf
https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets082426.pdf
https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets092126.pdf

5. 2026-08-21 Up to 300,000 metric tons of added imports
At 6:52 a.m. Eastern, the President announced up to 300,000 metric tons of ground-beef product imports without the out-of-quota tariff. The post did not identify supplying countries.
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/truth-social-posts-august-21-2026
Comparison: 2026-08-21 $415.18 to 2026-09-18 $408.28 per cwt. -$6.90/cwt (-1.66%).
Price sources: https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets082426.pdf
https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets083126.pdf
https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets092126.pdf
https://lmic.info/wp-content/lmic-files/lmic-data/memberspublic/Resources/Publications/InTheCattleMarket/2026/cattlemarkets092826.pdf

Date-label clarification: The horizontal axis covers January 1, 2025 through October 31, 2026. Each calendar month has an explicit month-and-year label at -45 degrees. Weekly data and the five event dates are unchanged. The comparison table now states the year on every row.



Cutter-cow prices and five developments
USDA weekly national direct prices. Domestic Cutter (90% lean), live, all weights.
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Date Development Weeks compared Change ($/cwt) Change (%)

1 Oct 19, 2025 More Argentine beef imports discussed Oct 17 - Nov 14, 2025 -$7.59 -5.68%

2 May 11, 2026 Proposal to suspend beef import quotas* May 8 - Jun 5, 2026 +$1.51 +0.99%

3 Jun 12, 2026 JBS announces Souderton closure Jun 12 - Jul 10, 2026 -$4.56 -3.02%

4 Aug 13, 2026 Tyson announces Joslin closure Aug 14 - Sep 11, 2026 -$20.30 -13.56%

5 Aug 21, 2026 Up to 300,000 metric tons of added imports Aug 21 - Sep 18, 2026 -$14.43 -10.25%
Source: USDA AMS LM_CT168. Changes use the nearest weekly prices to each date and 28 days later.
*The May 11 signing was delayed. Timing does not establish causation. The August windows overlap.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Price source: USDA AMS National Weekly Direct Cow and Bull Report, Negotiated Price (LM_CT168 / AMS_2488).
https://mymarketnews.ams.usda.gov/viewReport/2488
Series: National, LIVE - DOMESTIC, Cutter (90% lean), All weights. Published weekly weighted-average prices per hundredweight of live animal weight. 95 observations from January 3, 2025 through October 23, 2026. Report week-ending dates are plotted on a true numeric date axis.

Method: Find the observation nearest each announcement and the observation nearest announcement plus 28 days. All five pairs are exactly 28 days apart. Dollar change is later price minus baseline. Percentage change is (later / baseline - 1) times 100. Weekly average baselines may include activity after the announcement. In particular, Tyson's August 13 baseline is the week ending August 14. Comparison windows overlap and should not be added.

1. Oct 19, 2025 More Argentine beef imports
The President publicly discussed buying more Argentine beef to lower U.S. prices. This was an initial policy signal; the quota increase was signed February 6, 2026.
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/DCPD-202501029/html/DCPD-202501029.htm
Comparison: 2025-10-17 $133.69 to 2025-11-14 $126.10 per cwt. Change -$7.59/cwt (-5.68%).

2. May 11, 2026 Beef quota-suspension proposal
The White House proposed suspending beef tariff-rate quotas. The planned May 11 signing was delayed; the proposal did not take effect then.
https://www.investing.com/news/politics-news/trump-to-sign-orders-to-boost-beef-imports-rebuild-cattle-herd-white-house-says-4677754
Comparison: 2026-05-08 $151.94 to 2026-06-05 $153.45 per cwt. Change +$1.51/cwt (+0.99%).

3. Jun 12, 2026 JBS Souderton closure announcement
JBS announced the planned closure of its Souderton beef production facility. The release establishes the announcement date, not the final slaughter date.
https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/articles/jbs-usa-announces-network-changes-to-strengthen-operations
Comparison: 2026-06-12 $150.99 to 2026-07-10 $146.43 per cwt. Change -$4.56/cwt (-3.02%).

4. Aug 13, 2026 Tyson Joslin closure announcement
Tyson announced that it would end operations at its Joslin beef facility. Joslin is the company's spelling. The release does not specify the final slaughter date.
https://www.tysonfoods.com/news/news-releases/2026/8/tyson-foods-announces-network-restructuring-beef-business-strengthen-long
Comparison: 2026-08-14 $149.72 to 2026-09-11 $129.42 per cwt. Change -$20.30/cwt (-13.56%).

5. Aug 21, 2026 Up to 300,000 metric tons of added imports
At 6:52 a.m. Eastern, the President announced up to 300,000 metric tons of ground-beef product imports without the out-of-quota tariff. The post did not identify supplying countries.
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/truth-social-posts-august-21-2026
Comparison: 2026-08-21 $140.78 to 2026-09-18 $126.35 per cwt. Change -$14.43/cwt (-10.25%).

May proposal corroboration: Steiner Consulting for Meat & Livestock Australia, May 15, 2026, p. 1.
https://www.mla.com.au/globalassets/mla-corporate/prices--markets/documents/os-markets/steiner-reports-and-other-insights/20260515-weekly-us-imported-beef-market-report.pdf

Date-axis correction, October 26, 2026: The horizontal axis covers January 1, 2025 through October 31, 2026. Each calendar month has an explicit month-and-year label at -45 degrees. The 95 weekly price observations from January 3, 2025 through October 23, 2026 and all five event dates are unchanged. Comparison rows include their calendar year.



Fed-steer prices and five developments
USDA five-area weekly fed-steer prices, all grades, live FOB. Through October 23, 2026.

Date Development Weeks compared Change ($/cwt) Change (%)

1 Oct 19, 2025 More Argentine beef imports discussed Oct 17 - Nov 14, 2025 -$14.76 -6.15%

2 May 11, 2026 Proposal to suspend beef import quotas* May 8 - Jun 5, 2026 -$1.99 -0.77%

3 Jun 12, 2026 JBS announces Souderton closure Jun 12 - Jul 10, 2026 -$8.07 -3.15%

4 Aug 13, 2026 Tyson announces Joslin closure Aug 14 - Sep 11, 2026 -$5.70 -2.49%

5 Aug 21, 2026 Up to 300,000 metric tons of added imports Aug 21 - Sep 18, 2026 -$3.14 -1.40%
Source: USDA AMS LM_CT150. Four-week changes use the same comparison weeks as the cutter-cow slide.
*The May 11 signing was delayed. Timing does not establish causation. The August windows overlap.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
USDA AMS 5 Area Weekly Weighted Average Direct Slaughter Cattle (LM_CT150 / AMS_2477). Series: STEER, LIVE FOB, Total all grades. Weekly weighted-average dollars per hundredweight of live animal weight.
https://mpr.datamart.ams.usda.gov/services/v1.1/reports/2477/Detail
https://mymarketnews.ams.usda.gov/viewReport/2477
95 weekly observations from January 3, 2025 through October 23, 2026. Dates are the Friday of the transaction week (report date minus three days), matching the cutter-cow chart convention. The final observation is from the October 26, 2026 report.

Method: Use the same exact baseline and endpoint weeks as the cutter-cow slide, selected nearest to each announcement and 28 days later. Every pair is exactly 28 days apart. Dollar change = endpoint minus baseline. Percent change = (endpoint / baseline - 1) x 100. Weekly averages can include trading after the announcement; the Tyson baseline is the week ending August 14. These comparisons describe timing and do not establish causation. August comparison windows overlap and must not be added.

1. 2025-10-19 More Argentine beef imports
The President publicly discussed buying more Argentine beef to lower U.S. prices. This was an initial policy signal; the quota increase was signed February 6, 2026.
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/DCPD-202501029/html/DCPD-202501029.htm
Comparison: 2025-10-17 $239.82 to 2025-11-14 $225.06 per cwt. -$14.76/cwt (-6.15%).

2. 2026-05-11 Beef quota-suspension proposal
The White House proposed suspending beef tariff-rate quotas. The planned May 11 signing was delayed; the proposal did not take effect then.
https://www.investing.com/news/politics-news/trump-to-sign-orders-to-boost-beef-imports-rebuild-cattle-herd-white-house-says-4677754
Comparison: 2026-05-08 $258.52 to 2026-06-05 $256.53 per cwt. -$1.99/cwt (-0.77%).

3. 2026-06-12 JBS Souderton closure announcement
JBS announced the planned closure of its Souderton beef production facility. The release establishes the announcement date, not the final slaughter date.
https://jbsfoodsgroup.com/articles/jbs-usa-announces-network-changes-to-strengthen-operations
Comparison: 2026-06-12 $256.08 to 2026-07-10 $248.01 per cwt. -$8.07/cwt (-3.15%).

4. 2026-08-13 Tyson Joslin closure announcement
Tyson announced that it would end operations at its Joslin beef facility. Joslin is the company's spelling. The release does not specify the final slaughter date.
https://www.tysonfoods.com/news/news-releases/2026/8/tyson-foods-announces-network-restructuring-beef-business-strengthen-long
Comparison: 2026-08-14 $228.52 to 2026-09-11 $222.82 per cwt. -$5.70/cwt (-2.49%).

5. 2026-08-21 Up to 300,000 metric tons of added imports
At 6:52 a.m. Eastern, the President announced up to 300,000 metric tons of ground-beef product imports without the out-of-quota tariff. The post did not identify supplying countries.
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/truth-social-posts-august-21-2026
Comparison: 2026-08-21 $225.01 to 2026-09-18 $221.87 per cwt. -$3.14/cwt (-1.40%).

Date-label clarification: The horizontal axis covers January 1, 2025 through October 31, 2026. Each calendar month has an explicit month-and-year label at -45 degrees. Weekly data and the five event dates are unchanged. The comparison table now states the year on every row.



Restoring National Security
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Priority Regulatory and Policy 
Recommendations

Ensure congressional enactment of mandatory country-of-origin 
labeling. 
Establish a phased-in tariff-rate quota to support domestic expansion. 
Ban unpriced commitments tied to future negotiated cash prices. 
Require a firm dollar base price before cattle become committed to a 
packer. 
Require minimum weekly negotiated cash purchases at each 
slaughtering plant. 
Restore meaningful regional cash-price reporting. 
Prohibit packer ownership, feeding, or effective control of slaughter 
cattle.
Require written agreements for all cattle transactions.



Recommendations Con’t

Establish a strict firewall prohibiting checkoff contracts with 
lobbying organizations. 
Authorize checkoff funds to promote beef born, raised, and 
slaughtered in the United States. 
Remove the separate competitive-injury requirement under 
PSA § 202(a).
Prohibit preferential compensation unrelated to cattle value.
Prevent business justifications from excusing established 
anticompetitive conduct.
Revoke or revise USDA’s mandatory electronic identification 
eartag rule.
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