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Office of the United States Trade Representative

World Trade Organization Challenge by Canada and 
Mexico Against U.S. Country-of-Origin Labeling
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Canada’s Claim that the COOL 
Measures Implemented on 

September 30, 2008, Somehow 
Nullify or Impair Canada’s Ability to 

Export Products Such as Cattle 
and Beef to the United States is 

Unsupported by USDA Data  
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Canadian Cattle Imports in 08 and 09 Follow 
and Exceed Historical 5-Year Average 

Monthly Import Patterns

MONTHLY IMPORTS OF CANADIAN CATTLE AND CALVES

0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

100,000

120,000

140,000

160,000

180,000

200,000

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

MONTH

NU
M

BE
R 

O
F 

CA
NA

DI
AN

 C
A

TT
LE

 IM
PO

RT
S

2009 2008 5 YR AVE (04-08)

SOURCE:  USDA-ERS FATUS IMPORT AGGREGATIONS R-CALF USA



4

Monthly Canadian Beef Imports in 08 and 09 
were Lower than the 5-Year Historical 
Average But Show No COOL Impact

MONTHLY IMPORTS OF CANADIAN BEEF AND VEAL
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Instead, 08 and 09 U.S. Cattle Slaughter 
was Above 5-Year Average, Producing More 

Domestic Beef Supplies
MONTHLY FEDERALLY INSPECTED CATTLE SLAUGHTER
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But, Domestic Consumption Fell 
Dramatically in 08 and 09, Reducing Overall 

Demand for Beef
DOMESTIC BEEF CONSUMPTION WITH LINEAR TRENDLINE
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Mexico’s Claim that the COOL 
Measures Implemented on 

September 30, 2008, Somehow 
Nullify or Impair Mexico’s Ability to 

Export Products Such as Cattle 
and Beef to the United States is 
Equally Unsupported by USDA 

Data
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Mexican Cattle Imports in 08 and 09 Were 
Below the Historical 5-Year Average But 
Increased After COOL Implementation

MONTHLY IMPORTS OF MEXICAN CATTLE AND CALVES
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Mexican Beef Imports Fell Prior to COOL 
Implementation But Increased Sharply 

Since, Exceeding Historical 5-Year Average
MONTHLY IMPORTS OF MEXICAN BEEF AND VEAL

0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

MONTH

Q
U

A
N

TI
TY

 O
F 

M
EX

IC
A

N
 B

EE
F 

A
N

D
 V

EA
L 

(M
T)

2009 2008 5 YR AVE (04-08)

SOURCE:  USDA-ERS FATUS IMPORT AGGREGATIONS R-CALF USA



10

Canada’s Claim that the COOL 
Measures Implemented on 

September 30, 2008, Somehow 
Nullify or Impair Canada’s Ability to 

Export Products Such as Swine 
and Pork to the United States Also 

is Unsupported by USDA Data
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Record Canadian Swine Imports were 
Already Declining Before Completion of 08 
Farm Bill and Before COOL Implementation

MONTHLY IMPORTS OF CANADIAN SWINE
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Canadian Pork Imports were Declining 
Before Completion of the 08 Farm Bill and 

Increased After COOL Implementation
MONTHLY IMPORTS OF CANADIAN PORK
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U.S. Swine Slaughter in 08 and 09 was Well 
Above Historical 5-Year Average, Producing 

More Domestic Pork Supplies
MONTHLY FEDERALLY INSPECTED SWINE SLAUGHTER
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But, Domestic Pork Consumption Fell 
Dramatically in 08 and 09, Reducing Overall 

Demand for Pork
DOMESTIC PORK CONSUMPTION WITH LINEAR TRENDLINE
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Mexico’s Claim that the COOL 
Measures Implemented on 

September 30, 2008, Somehow 
Nullify or Impair Mexico’s Ability to 

Export Products Such as Swine 
and Pork to the United States Also 

is Unsupported by USDA Data
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According to Foreign Agricultural 
Trade of the United States 

(FATUS) Import Aggregations, 
Swine Have Not Been Imported 

Into The United States From 
Mexico Since at Least 1980
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Mexican Pork Imports Increased After Completion 
of the 08 Farm Bill, Fell Prior to COOL 

Implementation, and Since Resumed Under the 
Pattern of the Historical 5-Year Average

MONTHLY IMPORTS OF MEXICAN PORK
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The World Trade Organization 
Complaint Filed Against United 

States’ COOL Measures by 
Canada and Mexico is Baseless 

and Unsupported by USDA Trade 
and Industry Data.  
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Any Reductions in Export Sales to 
the United States of Cattle, Beef, 
Swine, or Pork Experienced by 
Either Canada or Mexico are 

Directly Attributable to Reduced 
Demand for Their Beef and Pork  

Products in the United States’
Market
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On Behalf of the Thousands of U.S. 
Farmers and Ranchers Who Raise 
Cattle in the United States and Who 
are Members of R-CALF USA, We 
Urge the Office of the United States 

Trade Representative to Aggressively 
and Rigorously Defend the United 
States’ Country-of-Origin Labeling 

Laws and Regulations Against Any and 
All Attacks by Canada, Mexico, or Any 

Other Foreign Country
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P.O. Box 30715

Billings, MT  59107

406-252-2516

r-calfusa@r-calfusa.com

www.r-calfusa.com
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