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USDA-
United Staf&&
Department of
Agriculture APR 1 ~ 2009
An(maland
Plant Health
Inspection
Service

1400 Independenca Dr. R M Thornsberry
Aveflue,SW President, R-CALF -PSABoard of])hectoIS
Washington,DC R-CALF United Sto~kgrowers of America
20250 Post Office Box 30715

Billings, MonTmla59107,,

Dear Dr. ThornsberrY:

Thank you for your ~tters of March 17 ~d Apri12, 2009, to Secretary Thomas J. Vllsack
regarding the Departimentof Agriculture's (USDA) National Animal IdenUf1ca.1ion
System (NAIS).

I

We are pleased that you have accepted the invita1ionto meet with Secretary Vilsack on
April 15, 2009, to discuss this issue. N. we have previously indicated) we believe it is
critically important tp the health of1he Nation's agrlculimal animals for the United States
to have an efficient s;ystemof animal identificatiolJ:.inplace. With reference to your
inquiry about our a~orlty to mandate NAIS, USDA is authorized to cany out operations
and measures to protect the he&th of American agricultlU'eby the Animal Health
ProteCtionAct of 2002. We believethatNAISis essentialin carryingout these
responsibilities. As you know, the Secretary bas committed to careful review of all
issues and all best pI!lctices to deal with disease identification. control, and eradication.

With regard to your Ibontentionthat USDA officials have not been involved in the
adnUnistrationofthei official brucellosis and tuberc~osis programs, we must clarifY
that these activities alrecanied out by USDA-accredited veteriDarians who perfOIIIlsuch
programs on behalf of our Agency. In accordance with title 9, sections 78.1 and 161.1(a)
of the Code of Federal Regulalions. they are acting in the capacity of Federal animal
health officials in caJiryingout those duties as part of cooperative State-Federal disease
control and eradication programs. In the past, although USDA-acctedited veterinarians
did not record or issq.ea premises identification number on disease program fows,
a location idAntificationnumber was assigned in USDA's database once the paperwork
was submitted and ptocessed by our Agency's Veterinary Servioes area offices. Premises
identification info~tion allows USDA officials to associate disease program records
with the animals resiaing at a specific premises. This is of critical importance to ensure
that animal health officials can respond effectively to animal health emergencies and
conduct effective tra~back activities.

I
I
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While this informatibn was previously collected, each program was administered
separately with i~ oWnset of data standatds and definitions for location identifiers~
resulting in m.ultiple:identifiersfor some locations. Because'the programs' infOImation.
systems were incoinPatible and could not be integrate~ traceability was negatively
affected. As we have previously indi~ NAIS allowSour Agem;y to standardize
location identifiers, -Mrlchis an important step to improving tTaceabilityand allowing

for-~ disease~ in the United States.

With refel."enceto th~ detailed recoID!X).elldationsyou provided, we appreciate you sharing
Ranchers-CattlemenlAction Legal Fund United Stockgrowers of America's specific
concerns and suggestions for an alternative coUX'Se.We value your input and the input
of all stakeholders, aio;we feel that our decisionmaking process benefits from a variety
of perspectives. Weiassure you that the SecxetaIyis committed to reviewing all best
prac1icesto deal wi~ fltdw::.!1health issues, including the Interrelationship between such
issues in the United States and the effects of foreign disease issues on our Agency's
decisions to permit riade pursuant to regioIlaIizationand compamnentalization policies.
The Secretary looks forward to the opportunity to disouss these and other NAIS issues
with you during the ~pcoming meethlg_,

I
I

With regard to your foncem about the challenge presented by tainted meat products,
the Food Safety and P1sPectionS~ce is the USDA agency responsible for ensuring
that meat and poultrt intended for h1JmanConsumptionis saf~ wholesome. and 90Itcctly
labeled and packag~. For your convenience, we m:efotWarding a copy of your letters
to that agency for reView.I

I,

We 3SSdIeyou that tJTSDAtakes very seriously the conoems of all its stakeholders,
and remains comndtted to the preservation of U.S. animal agricultural health.

I

Sincerely, I

~~
I

KevinShea i
A . Afi.' Icting.No' mlmstrato:r
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