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Foot-and-Mouth Dlsease “Reglonallzatlon” Threatens U.S. Economy

In March 2007 before a natlonw1de telev1s1on
news audience, a Dep’t of Homeland Security top
official listed Foot-and-Mouth Disease as this
nation’s blggest bioterrorism threat Somebody bet—
‘ter tell USDA.

USDA’s latest effort to pursue “Free Trade at
all costs” threatens to do major harm to the financial
health of American livestock producers and the
nation’s food security.

New trade rules pushed by the Ammal and
~ Plant Health Inspectron Service would allow the
importation of certain animals and animal products
from Argentina, which is not on the Paris-based
- World Organization for Animal Health’s list of

countries free of Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD).
' The APHIS

“regionalization”
‘plan would allow

 should come as no surprise to those familiar wrth the

George W. Bush administration. Like many other

Bush policies, regionalization of FMD-infected
nations is the result of a corrupt process manipulated
by big multinational agribusiness firms and their slick
Washington lawyers who spend lavishly to shape U.S.

‘Government policy at the public’s expense.

ers, who apparently will do just about anything for

The usual suspects here are the big meatpack-

- more cheap foreign beef imports. Riding shotgun on

" this issue is.the National Cattlemen’s Beef Assn;, a.

meatpacker-dominated industry group fronting as a

“producer’ organization. With many former NCBA

officials entrenched in senior positions at the high-

' est levels of USDA under the Bush White House,

~ that have documented cases of mfecttous forelgn‘
animal diseases,” he said.
“My -grandparents and parents pald a heavy
‘toll to eradicate these dangerous and costly foreign
animal diseases. By the process of desensitization,
USDA-APHIS will undo decades-of hard work and
epldemlology, all for the sake of free trade at any
cost,” Thornsberry satd :

Huge Economlc & Health Rlsks .

, Critics warn that the APHIS plan could cost
the U.S. billion ‘of dollars in economic. damage.
Based on Great Britain’s devastating FMD outbreak
in- 2001 the USDA’s proposal total 1mpact on the

Annuallzed U S. Imports of Certam leestock Products From FMD-Infected Countrles |
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 much larger U S. ‘economy ¢ could be hundred-of brl-ll
- hons of dollars. (See sidebar story on page 11)
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The only roadb ock standmg in the ‘way is legls-
Iat10n in Congress to banarieat imports from Argentina.
. Regionalization is part of USDA’s big push to
~comply with World. Trade Organization require-
- ments to harmonize ouranatronal sanitary and phy-

tosanitary standards at thié lowest common denomi- 3 prime example of U.S. cattle producers’ checkoff .

““dollars being used to promote govemment policies-

nator -levels consistent’ w1th global “Free Trade”
agreements

" Regionalization - would “dumb down long-
~standing federal and state safeguards desrgned to
' protect the health of theU S. hvestock mdustry

karpedla org, FMD (Aphtae epzzootzcae) “1s a
g phrghly contagrous, and ‘sometimes  fatal, viral dis-
' an also. mfect deer elk,

of It
antelope, brson, water buﬁ‘alo, goats sheep, and :

other bovrds wrth cloven hooves.”
o Thus an outbreak of FMD m the Umted States
o would threaten our wildlife populatlons as well as

Drrty Pohtlcs as Usual v
USDA’s outrageous ammal health proposal'
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k herds. The damage would be
] l FMD outbreak whrch dev-

the brg meatpackers are well-posxtroned to get therr

way. These NCBA/meatpacker alumm are the
movers behind the APHIS plan.”  »

. NCBA receives: funding from the mandatory'

$1 per head beef checkoff paid by all-cattle produc-
ers. NCBA espouses an extremist, right-wing polit-
ical 1deology NCBA’s support for reglonalrzatlon is

contrary to therr mterests

Strong Grassroots Opposrtlon

- ‘The APHIS ‘proposal has ‘drawn: sharp criti- -
cism from grassroots livestock producer SIoups;: In
Congress; ' farm-state lawmakers *have responded
with. bxpartrsan legislation to prohibit: USDA from -
, 'movmg forward with its dangerous plan: -

‘Dr. Max Thosnsberry, a veterinarian’ and board‘
presrdent of R-=CALF USA, raised strong objections
to- the APHIS plan rn a recent oplmon-edrtonal trtled ‘

a compellmg argument agarnst regronahzatron R—

'CALF'USA ‘is' an outspoken national orgamzatron

representing grassroots cattle producers

* “During the 1940s, the- 1950s, the 1960s; the | _

*70s ‘and the *80s; U.S. farmers and ranchers patrr-

otically worked with USDA to eradicate serious ani-
* mal and zoonotic diséases: During this period, hog
.chelera; foot-and-mouth 'disease -(FMD), brucel-
losis; Texas fever ticks, screwworms ‘and varicus

other’ serious diseases were eradrcated or controlled

' 'Umversrty level: courses were taughtto instruct vet-
erinarians and hvestock ‘producers how to -assist in -
. these -organized . 'state and. federal eradlcatron
endeavors, Thornsberry said. R ‘
7 “(APHIS) was‘established to conduct surverl- '
larice for these and dther diseases. APHIS was given'

a mandate by the U.S. Congress to keep animal and

~ plant - diséases” out of the United States. USDA

recently has taken a posrtron that-its responslblhty 1S,

now- to support and encourage trade wlth countnes e T ey

'pspreadsasrtrs

~ ucts to countnes not infe

) remam mfected wrth FMD

Beyond beef cattle producers, the APHIS |
poses enormous, rrsks for American dairy farmers,
dairy processors, and consuiers. For example a

- presentation at the Wisconsin Cheese Makers Assn. -
“annual meeting several years ago noted that the

FMD pathogen can survive up to six weeks in pas-

“teurized and frozen dairy products _ ‘
. According to ‘Wikipedia.com, the FMD virus -
passed on tor susceptrble ammals

stock. The cIothes and skifi- ofammal handlers such as
farmers standmg water an uncooked food. scraps and

ﬁ'om the semen- of mfected bulls Control meastires
include quarantme and destructron of infected live-
stock, and export bans’ for‘meat‘an ther ammal prod- .

'FMD ¢can also hrtchhxke n hvestock hrdes

"1mported from’ FMD-mfected countnes ‘The U.S.

ports many. Tlivestock hrdes from countnes that -

, FMD Concerns Not le'”" ed't Argentlna |

 According to the World Organization.for Ani-
mal Health, Argentma is-not the only major live-

“stock and dairy exporting country missing.from its

list: of FMD-free countries. Consprcuously absent
from the hst are other developlng countries that are |

‘big exporters of hvestock and animal products to
’ the U S: Brazil, Chrna and Uruguay

: has dommated nEws. headhnes in recent
months as a. wrde ‘range of. contammated .imports —

E _from pet food ingredients to chrldren s toys — have
" corne to light. The. concerns ralsed about contaminat-

edChrnese garhc and gmger to name Just two, apply

cOntmued on page 10 | »'
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bontinued from page 4 Opposing S. 3238 is the National Cattlemen’s Beef Assn., In a July 16 letter
opposing the Johnson amendment, NCBA admitted that “further opening of the

also to meat, dairy products, and animal hides imported from China. With our beef trade with Argentina will put our industry at risk to FMD, the one disease

nationa] tl‘ade balance ﬁnning maﬂﬂive]v in China’s favor. Washington noliticians foarad mact by rattla nradiicare ? awawar NITR A anac an 4 aronia that the ramnira






