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On behalf of the 17,655 citizens, from every state in the country, whose names are 
attached to this letter, Consumers union' (CU), publisher of Consumer Reports, urges the 
US Department of Agriculture's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(USDAIAPHIS) to not further amend its regulations regarding the importation of animals 
and animal products so as to allow the importation into the US from Canada of live 
bovines born after March 1999, blood and blood products derived from bovines, and 
casings and parts of the small intestine derived from bovines. 

The text of the petition signed by the 17,655 citizens reads as follows: 

USDA Should Not Increase Mad Cow Disease Risks by Allowing Imports of Older 
Cattle From Canada 

(Public Comment Docket No. APHIS-2006-0041) 

Please ensure that we don't bring mad cow disease into the U.S. through importation from 
Canada. 

In 2006, five Canadian cows tested positive for mad cow disease. Three of them were 
born after March, 1999, the date after which USDA says all Canadian cows are safe. I'm 
writing to urge you not to reopen the Canadian border to cows born after March, 1999. I 
am also asking you not to allow imports of cow blood and intestines from Canada. 
Instead you should prohibit imports of Canadian cattle until better safeguards are in place 
in the US to protect the human food supply from mad cow disease. 

Canada appears to have a significant problem with mad cow disease. The USDA's plan to 
reopen the border to older cattle and to blood products and intestines is simply not 
cautious enough. Canada has found a total of eight cases of mad cow disease, five of 
them in 2006 alone. Scientific studies have shown that blood can transmit mad cow 
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disease and that cattle intestines can habor the agent that is thought to be responsible. 

The USDA can do much more than it currently does to minimize the threat of mad cow 
disease in the US food supply. The USDA should close the border to all cattle and beef 
from Canada until USDA tests all cows over 20 months of age. 

Sincerely, 



The original document contained the remainder of the 
17,655 names. 


