
Peel Away the Rhetorical Wrapping Paper
and the Truth Behind Mandatory
Country-Of-Origin Labeling for
Meat Products Becomes Clear.

Imported In;;,I! pwduos Iii (bl: U.S.
h;;ar l<lbE>h lilw "t'mduCl of N"w Z€:'<llilnd;'

ror1llnonly ~,,~n ollldmb, or'Produ(I tlf

Df'IHHilrk." nfJ"n found nn (.'11111~d h<llns.

Yet protectionist groups seeking
to limit competitiClfl from imported

livestock and meat products support
language in the 2002 Farm Bill that
mandates exp';:'flsi'le, additioflallabeling
detailing where an animal from ','/hich
meat is deri'ied ',','035 bom. raised and

slaughtered.

Tht'y d,lilTl con~Ulnt'r~ ·,".',lntIlIh­
';OIT11'(l1illo:.) Wt' find h';Hd If] ~willl()w.()1Ir
hu~ill':'S~!:'~.,1r<.:' built tIn Undi:'T~1MI[Jlng

and rnE'E'lllig (eJlISWTwr d"l£1imd, ';!IId
tb!'r!:' IS no f:"i!lJ"r1(f; 1ha1 (Omlll1Tt'r~ ,m~

~!:'i:'kin':JIbh ,H.!ditiml,lllllfmnMll()n - m
Ib,)( 111!'>' dTe willillo:.) to p,JY Ille i:'XI 1<)

C()~[~ ,.js~o·:liJ[p.d ••••.1111II. And 1hf' rmt~

ilr!:' 111191".- $2.--1 billioll fm I hE>flrS1 y"ar

hilpll:me1lli-HltJII aIOlI~.

The protectionists'true motives are
to make compliance with this 1av.' so

difficult that u.s. m.::at producers will
sClurce Iiliestock and mea1 products in th.::
U.s. exclusively. But their short-sighted
approach to limiting competition is sure
to invite we:ll-justified trade complaints
und.:·rthe 'v'lorld Trad.:: Organization
and the North r',merican Fre.:: Irade

I\gn:ement.

(OOL also willnMke rt'd TlI~"Tles~

(ompi'1I1Wp. v,'11 Ii fHllJluy prodIJ" ~ th~!
alp. <-!KHnpT flom [Iw law and wi' Ii forE'i9f1

pr{Jdll!'!~ Thatw€:' (omp€:'!E> with 111 lIlt'
e:>:fK)!1Melli!.

The best labels ror this law are "costl,'"
and "shortsighted:'

Don't Be Fooled. Unwrap the Package.
Visit www.countryoforiginlabel.org.
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