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USDA PROPOSES TO ALLOW ADDITIONAL IMPORTS FROM BSE MINIMAL-RISK COUNTRIES  
  
WASHINGTON, Jan. 4, 2007-The U.S. Department of Agriculture's Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service today announced a proposal to expand the list 
of allowable imports from countries recognized as presenting a minimal risk 
of introducing bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) into the United States. 
Currently, Canada is the only minimal-risk country designated by the United 
States.  
 
 
"This proposal would continue to protect against BSE in the United States 
while taking the next step forward in our efforts to implement science-based 
trade relations with countries that have appropriate safeguards in place to 
prevent BSE," said Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns. "We previously 
recognized Canada's comprehensive set of safeguards and we have now completed 
a risk assessment confirming that additional animals and products can be 
safely traded. Our approach is consistent with science-based international 
guidelines."  
 
The proposal expands upon a rule published by APHIS in January 2005 that 
allowed the importation of certain live ruminants and ruminant products, 
including cattle under 30 months of age for delivery to a slaughterhouse or 
feedlot, from countries recognized as minimal-risk. In the rule announced 
today, APHIS is proposing to allow the importation of:  
 
-Live cattle and other bovines for any use born on or after, March 1, 1999, 
the date determined by APHIS to be the date of effective enforcement of the 
ruminant-to-ruminant feed ban in Canada;  
 
-Blood and blood products derived from bovines, collected under certain 
conditions; and  
 
-Casings and part of the small intestine derived from bovines.  
 
Meat and meat products from animals of any age, with specified risk materials 
removed, were addressed in the January 2005 final rule. In March 2005, APHIS 
published a notice of a delay of applicability of certain provisions of that 
rule. This delay affected only meat and meat products from animals 30 months 
of age or older. If the proposed rule announced today is made final, it would 
be consistent to lift the delay and also allow the importation of these 
products.  



 
As part of the proposal, APHIS conducted a thorough risk assessment following 
guidelines put forth by the World Organization for Animal Health, or OIE, and 
found that the risk associated with these commodities is minimal. This 
assessment evaluated the entire risk pathway, including mitigations in place 
both in Canada and the United States. The assessment included evaluating the 
likelihood of introduction of BSE via imports, the likelihood of animal 
exposure if this were to occur and the subsequent consequences. All of these 
were combined to give the overall minimal risk estimation.  
 
It is important to note that BSE transmission is prevented in bovines by a 
series of safeguards, including; slaughter controls and dead animal disposal, 
rendering inactivation, feed manufacturing and use controls, and biologic 
limitations to susceptibility. These layers of protection work together to 
prevent spread of the disease.  
 
In the United States, human health is protected by a system of interlocking 
safeguards that ensure the safety of U.S. beef. The most important of these 
safeguards is the ban on specified risk materials from the food supply and 
the Food and Drug Administration's ruminant-to-ruminant feed ban. Canada has 
similar safeguards in place.  
 
The risk assessment concluded that for all the commodities considered under 
the current proposal, the risk of BSE infectivity is minimal and the disease 
will not become established in the United States. The proposed rule will be 
published in the Jan. 9, 2007 Federal Register and is available on our Web 
site at www.aphis.usda.gov .  
 
APHIS invites comments on this proposed rule. Consideration will be given to 
comments received on or before March 12, 2007. Send an original and three 
copies of postal mail or commercial delivery comments to Docket No. APHIS-
2006-0041, Regulatory Analysis and Development, PPD, APHIS, Station 3A-03.8, 
4700 River Road, Unit 118, Riverdale, Md. 20737-1238. If you wish to submit a 
comment using the Internet, go to the Federal eRulemaking portal at 
http://www.regulations.gov, select "Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service" from 
the agency drop-down menu; then click on "Submit." In the Docket ID column, 
select APHIS-2006-0041 to submit or view public comments and to view the 
proposal and the supporting and related materials available electronically.  
 
Comments are posted on the Regulations.gov Web site and may also be viewed at 
USDA, Room 1141, South Building, 14th St. and Independence Ave., S.W., 
Washington, D.C., between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
excluding holidays. To facilitate entry into the comment reading room, please 
call (202)690-2817.  
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